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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

BILLS (9): ASSENT

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. Health Act Amendment Bill.
2. Public Trustee Act Amendment Bill.
3. Criminal Code Amendment Bill.
4. Prisons Act Amendment Bill.
5. Education Act Amendment Bill.
6. Local Government Act Amendment

Bill.
(751

7. Totalisator Agency Board Betting Act
Amendment Bill (No. 2).

8. Bills of Sale Act Amendment Bill.
9. Land Act Amendment Bill.

QUESTION ON NOTICE
POLICE BUILDINGS AT KOJONUP

Condition and Replacement

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON asked
the Minister for Local Government:
(1) What is the condition of the exist-

ing police buildings at Kojonup.
and when were they erected?

(2) Are there any plans to replace
these buildings?

(3) If the answer to question No. (2)
is "Yes," when are these improve-
ments likely to take place?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(1) Very poor. There is no record of

their erection, but presumably
early in the century.

(2) Yes.
(3) The item has been listed for the

1963-64 loan works programme.

MOUNT GOLDSWORTHY-ORD
RANGES-DEPUCH ISLAND

RAILWAY BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by The
Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Mines),
and transmitted to the Assembly.

CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Third Reading
THE HION. A. F. GRIFFITH (Subur-

ban-Minister for Justice) [4.41 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Question Put.
THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): To be carried, this motion requires
an absolute majority. I have counted the
House; and, there being no dissentient
voice, I declare the motion carried by an
absolute majority.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Subur-

ban-Minister for Housing) [4.42 P.M.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Housing Loan Guarantee Act, 1957-1961,
to enable building societies and Other ap-
proved institutions to provide progressive
payments to building contractors on behalf
of member applicants.
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The Bill accortdingly proposes three
amendments. Firstly, an addition to sec-
tion 3 by way of enlarging the definition
of a "new house" to include a house In
the course of erection. Secondly, the in-
sertion of a new paragraph to subsection
(2) of section 7TA to authorise the Treasurer
to draw up conditions for progress pay-
ments to be made; and, thirdly, a new
subsection (2a) to section 'TA requiring ap-
Proved institutions to furnish progress cr-
tificates by valuers approved under the Act.

When the Housing Loan Guarantee Act
was enacted, it was not envisaged that
building societies acquiring funds subject
to guarantee would require to provide
progressive payments to building contrac-
tors on behalf of member applicants, and
no provision was made, therefore, for such
Payments to be made.

Subsequent operations under the Act
have revealed that, because of this in-
ability to provide progressive payments,
borrowers of Government guaranteed
funds from building societies, for the pur-
pose of erecting dwellings, have found it
necessary either to employ building fims
capable of carrying their own finance
during the erection period, or to raise
temporary loans, often at high rates of
interest, to meet progressive payments
during construction.

This has become more evident since the
amended Building Societies Act has been
operating, as there is a marked increase
in the number of loans subject to housing
loan guarantee provided to building
societies by banks and other lending
authorities.

May I add that this is one of the im-
perfections in the operation of this par-
ticular piece of legislation which was dis-
covered after the amendments were made
to the Building Societies Act. If Parlia-
ment agrees to this amendment it will
make the lot of the member applicant to
building societies easier and will enable
progress payments to be made; because
the definition of a new house at present
is a house which has been completed for
six months or one which has not previ-
ously been lived in. We cannot make pro-
gress payments at present because of the
wording of that particular section. I am
anxious that the situation be made easier
in the interests of all concerned.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. E. M. Davies.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)
Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Justice) [4.46 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

When it became known that the Govern-
ment intended Introducing legislation to
amend the Licensing Act, I started to re-
ceive many representations and requests

from various sources for amendments to
the Act. All these were examined by
Cabinet, as a result of which a number
of the suggestions have been incorporated
in this Bill.

As the Bill is a substantial piece of
legislation comprising 69 clauses, quite a
number of which deal with minor mat ters,
it is not proposed to deal with each clause
specifically, as any particular point may
be dealt with in Committee.

With regard to the definition of "bottle"
it seems obvious that a definition must be
inserted to provide for containers other
than the usual glass bottle.

Licensing districts are at present based
on electoral districts as they stood in 1921,
and this has led to anomalous situations
in some fringe suburban areas-there were
only 12 metropolitan Legislative Assembly
seats in 1921, compared with 22 now. For
instance, parts of the northern suburbs of
Perth are still in the Moore licensing dis-
trict as those parts were included in that
district In 1921.

The Bill sets up a metropolitan licens-
ing district comprising the area of the
22 metropolitan electorates; and outside
that area each electoral district will be
a licensing district, subject to any sub-
sequent redistribution. The amendment
has particular reference to the numerical
strength of clubs applying for a license.
Such clubs at present within the existing
metropolitan licensing district must have
a minimum of 100 members, but it would
be possible under present conditions for
clubs in some of the fringe suburbs to
claim registration with only 50 members.

The amendment will remove the
anomaly and also anomalies which exist
in country areas, as, for instance, the
necessity at present to retain licensing
districts at such Places as Leonora,
Menzies, and others, where electoral dis-
tricts have long ceased to exist.

There are several amendments which will
lessen the amount of paper work required
of the Governor and of the Minister in
connection with approvals of mere formali-
ties. The "hotel license" is to be redefined
as the "limited hotel license" because the
premises of the publican's general license
are invariably known as hotels. The term
"hotel license" is misleading because such
licenses refer only to premises where sales
of liquor are limited.

Licenses may not, in future, be trans-
ferred to other than British subjects, or
granted to persons under 21 years of age.
The Australian wine and beer license
Is to be extended to Include Australian
spirits. There were no Australian spirits
on the market when the first of these
licenses was issued. No new licenses will,
however, be issued in future.

There are important amendments affect-
ing the obligation of Australian wine
licensees, that is, wine saloons. Outstand-
ing improvements in the design of modern
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beer-drinking bars with their pleasant sur-
roundings, bright lighting, etc., could well
be applied to many of the rather dingy
wine saloons which are evident in the
metropolitan area. The amendment will
permit the holder of an Australian wine
license to conduct more than one bar room.
It is hoped the passing of that amend-
ment will be an encouragement to holders
of such licenses to lift the standard of the
facilities available on their premises.

In future, licensees of railway refresh-
ment rooms will have the same trading
hours as managers of refreshment rapms
conducted by the department. Government
railway omnibuses will be in the same
category as railway trains subject to a
prohibition on consumption of liquor
therein. The hours of trading of railway
refreshment rooms will be from one hour
prior to arrival to one hour following de-
parture of trains or railway buses, but no
liquor will be sold on Good Friday. Christ-
mas Day, or before 1 p.m. on Anzac Day.

The basic restriction on the number of
licenses which can he issued to that exist-
ing on the 31st December, 1922, is being
dispensed with, and also the qualification
that an increase in population must be
proved to justify the issue of a new license
in any district in excess of the 1922 quota.
The Bill will also have the effect of resolv-
ing the unsatisfactory state of affairs now
existing under which a new licensee on
one side of a street pays the premium,
and the one on the other side does not.

At present, any resident in a licensing
district may make application to the court
for additional accommodation, renovation
or structural alteration of a hotel upon
proof that public convenience requires it.
An inspector of licensed premises may aLlso
make such application on behalf of a
resident. This Bill proposes that the in-pector may submit the application in his
own right.

At present, it is permissible to remove
or transfer a club certificate anywhere in
the State, and there is a provision in this
Bill that other licenses should also be per-
mitted the same privilege. The licenses of
some country hotels, in particular, could
possibly be removed with good effect to
newly expanding country or suburban
areas. The Australian Hotels Association
recommended this amendment.

The payment of the minimum fee has
become obsolete with the increased cost
of liquor. Practically all licensees now
pay more than the mrinimumn. The dis-
continuance of the minimum license
system will obviate unnecessary work by
both the licensee and court officials.

There is an amendment which makes
the obligations of a licensee more explicit
in the matter of receiving guests. At pre-
sent, if the staff has gone off duty, even
at a comparatively early hour, the licensee
can refuse and plead "reasonable cause"

for refusing food, etc. The amendment
provides that a defence to a charge of
an offence against the relative section lies
in proving to the satisfaction of the court
that, having regard to all the circum-
stances, the licensee had, In fact, reason-
able grounds for so refusing.

With reference to the prohibition of
drinking in public places, a provision has
been inserted -which makes it an offence
under penalty of £20 fine for any person
to expose or consume any liquor in any
railway coach of the open saloon type or
In any railway omnibus. Liquor in quan-
tities of less than one gallon may at pre-
sent be obtained on account from a
licensee by bona fide lodgers, passengers
and travellers. in future, such liquor may
only be obtained by bona fide lodgers.

There is a popular contention that a
"resident" child can frequent a bar. The
relative clause in the Bill disposes of that
contention. A bar, as defined, would not,
Incidentally, be considered to include
guests' lounge or sitting room, even if
drinks were brought therein,.so the amend-
ment appears quite reasonable. A rather
archaic provision under which a licensee
is compelled to allow inquests to be done
on his premises has been removed from
the Act.

There are important amendments con-
cerning club membership. only "ordi-
nary members" may in future be counted
in ascertaining the number of members to
comply with the Act. Existing clubs will
be given two years' grace to comply with
this provision. The Act contains a list of
Government and local government officials
who will automatically become honorary
members of any club, and there is provi-
sion for the Governor to declare any addi-
tions to that list.

One of the important new classes of
membership to be included is that of
junior members when a club is primarily
devoted to some athletic purpose. Also,
in future, the term "asscicate member"
will include male persons as well as female
associate members. A "country member'
of a club within the metropolitan licensing
district will be a member who ordinarily
resides not less than 25 miles distant from
the club premises, and, in the case of clubs
outside the metropolitan district, not less
than 15 miles distant.

Members' subscriptions shall not, in
future, be less than two guineas per an-
num. and that provision affects clubs al-
ready In existence, as well as those later
to be registered. Many of the amendments
in the Bill clearly confirm that the ad-
ministrators of the Act frown on clubs
being maintained mainly from liquor sales,
yet it is a fact that, with the changing
value of money and inflated costs of
management, with no consequent rise in
minimum subscriptions, that has been the
effect in many cases.
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There is a proposal to restrict the num-
ber of occasions on which "extraordinary
honorary members" may be admitted to a
club in any one year, to 30 occasions. The
Association of Registered Clubs wants the
number to be 55-but 30 is suggested. of
particular interest is the fact that one
club was granted 135 permits in the Past
year, and that number is obviously far too
many.

A member of the Licensing Court will,
in future, be permitted to raise an objec-
tion against an application for a club
license similarly as is permitted in respect
of licenses generally. The incidence of
the liquor trade of the clubs has now be-
come such a strongly established feature in
the distribution and consumption of liquor
in this State that there is no good reason
whatever why club licenses should not
come as fully within the amnbit of the ad-
ministration of the Act by the Licensing
Court as all those other types of licenses.

There is an amendment to prevent the
sale of kegs by clubs for consumption else-
where than on the club premises, except-
ing that when such club premises are
situated outside the metropolitan licensing
district within a townslte in which there
are no premises the subject of a, publican's
general license or a wayside house license,
that restriction shall not apply. Christ-
mas Day is to be added as a prohibited
day in clubs, the same as in hotels.

That is a resume of the contents of the
Bill in its 69 clauses. I repeat, there are
a good many clauses which are of a minor
character and which could be referred to
as of a machinery nature to tidy up a
lot of the old principles and archaic con-
ditions that exist in the Act: and, at the
same time, they attend to some of the
needs of the Licensing Act that require
attention in general.

The Hon. F. .3. S. Wise: How long an
adjournment do you think is reasonable
on this?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not
mind. When the Leader of the Opposition
has a look at the Bill he will not find It
as contentious or as difficult as it may
sound, because of the length of the clauses
-some of the clauses are indeed very short
-and the principles involved, which are,
to some extent, limited.

I would suggest that the Leader of the
Opposition take the ordinary adjournment
until the next sitting of the House, and
then if he finds he has not sufficient time,
I will have no objection if someone else
suggests-

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I can say now
that it will not be long enough.

The Hon. A. F. GRIF'Pf'H: What do
you suggest?

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Let us say,
Thursday.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That would
be all right; I would be quite glad to
accede to that request, bearing in mind
that the Bill has to go to the Legislative
Assembly. Perhaps I could be charged
with introducing a Bill of this nature late
in the session; and it is fairly late, too.
When I was on the other side of the
Chamber and said-

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I have heard
you say it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: -"It is late
in the session," the rejoinder was, "Some
Bill has to be late"; and, it is true, it has.
Hovever, I think members, generally, will
agree that we have not had a bad run this
session. I am anxious to give whatever
time is reasonable for this or any other
Bill to be considered.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: Is there any re-
ference in the Bill to storekeepers who
hold gallon licenses?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFITH: No.
The Hon. H. K. Watson: Is there any

comment on clause 52?
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Dealing with

the definition of honorary members?
The Hon. H. K. Watson: Yes.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: What sort of

comment has the honaurable member in
mind that I should make?

The Hon. H. K. Watson: Are the justices
of the High Court, for example, to be made
members of every golf club, football club,
bowling club, or any other club?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: This provi-
sion was inserted in the Bill as a result of
the statements and representations that
have been made to me about the difficulties
that may be met by State dignitaries when
they attend the opening of any club, a
prizegiving night at any club, and similar
functions. It was explained to mec that
under the existing provisions in the Act
some dignified person may find himself in
a completely undignified state because he
had unknowingly broken the law as a re-
suIt of one of the club officials forgetting to
nominate him as an honorary member
within the time provided.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He might get
more undignified if he broke the law.

The Hon. A. F. GRIMFIT: Yes, he
could break the law quite innocently, and
the provision in clause 52 seeks to avoid
such a happening. Therefore, if this pro-
vision is agreed to, when Mr. Watson next
attends a yacht club function to present
the prizes he will not find himself breach-
ing the law because he is unlawfully on
the premises. If there are no further
interjections that concludes my remarks.

Debate adjourned until Thursday, the
1st November, on motion by The Hon. W.
F. Willesee.
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BILLS (3): RECEIPT AND
FIRST READING

1. Plant Diseases Act Amendment Bill.
2. Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act (Re-

vival and Continuance) Bill.
3. Native Flora Protection Act Amend-

ment Bill.
Bills received from the Assembly: and,

on motions by The Hon. L. A. Logan
(Minister for Local Government),
read a first time.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 2), 122,000,O000

Second Reading
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban

-Minister for Mines) T5.5 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill seeks to grant to Her Majesty,

on account of the services of the State
for the year ending 30th June, 1963, a
further sum not exceeding £22,000,000.
Members will recall that on the 1st August
last, the initial Supply Bill was introduced
and next day, upon its passing, supply to
the extent of £25,000,000 was provided for
the Government to meet its commitments.

That figure comprised £18,000,000 for the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £5,000,000 for
the General Loan Fund, and £2,000,000 for
the Advance to the Treasurer. It was ex-
pected at that time that the finance made
available would be sufficient to carry the
State until at least the end of September.

By the 30th September, expenditure on
the services of the State from Consolidated
Revenue Fund amounted to £14,558,000,
and from the General Loan Fund
£3,607,000, but, in addition to those
amounts, there was expended from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund a sum of
£4,523,000 on services authorised by Special
Acts. Those services Included interest pay-
ments, pensions paid to retired employees,
and other commitments of a continuing
nature.

During the first quarter of this financial
year. a deficit of £574,000 was incurred:
this after taking account of total dis-
bursements of £10,081,000 from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, while allowing
for revenue collections of £18,507,000. It
is not intended that the foregoing should
be understood as a clear indication of the
financial outcome of the State's finances
for the current financial year.

The initial quarter's figures do not pro-
vide a sufficient indication of the expected
financial trends. Suffice to say that
transactions to date have been in accord-
ance with Budget expectations. The
amount of money sought through the in-
troduction of this measure is £22,000,000,
of which £17,000,000 may be regarded as
required to meet Consolidated Revenue

Fund expenditures, and thle balance of
£5,000,000 for General Loan Fund expendi-
tures.

The amount of £22,000,000 is identical
with that sought when the corresponding
Supply Bill was introduced last session.
The funds are necessary to enable us
to provide for the State's services until
the Estimates have been passed.

THE lION, F. J. S. WISE (North-
Leader of the Opposition) [5.8 p~ml: one
could safely assume that this, the second
Supply Bill for this session, will be the
last financial measure this House will be
asked to pasis until the Appropriation Bill
Is presented following the passing of the
Estimates in another place. As that is
unlikely to happen until the last day or
so of this session of Parliament, it is
understandable that the endorsement of
the Legislative Council at this stage is
sought for the second Supply Bill.

I have no intention whatsoever of hold-
ing up supply by even making a long
speech on the Bill, but I do intend to pass
same remarks which can be regarded as
being vaid complaints and criticism on
matters affecting a particular centre with-
in my province. I may cursorily deal with
other matters later. The main question
I wish to raise during the debate on this
Bill is the extremely shabby treatment
which the people of Broome believe to
have been meted out to them concerning
three matters in particular. Firstly, on
the construction of a deep-water jetty
which will make Brooms a, deep-water
port. Secondly, on the construction of a
road south of the Fitzroy River, which
will lead into Broome; and, thirdly, on
the construction, as expeditiously as pos-
sible, of a new hospital to serve the
Broome township and surrounding dis-
trict.

In fact. Broome is the only established
town north of Carnarvon where a deep-
water port could be constructed within a
distance of almost 1,500 miles of coastline
for the purpose of serving ocean-going
vessels at all times of tide. Some years
ago, when it was intended to construct
a port in King Sound at a place later
known as Black Rocks-and known
earlier as Point Torment-to serve the
north-west Kimberley area from Derby
northwards, money was promised by the
then Commonwealth Government for that
project at the same time as the Ord River
proposal for the construction of dams and
development was initiated, and also the
construction of a possible harbour at
Napier-Broome Day.

-Three projects--the Derby harbour,
N'apler-Broome Bay development, and the
Wyndham jetty-were the subject of an
application to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for a large sum of money to he
spent over many years. At that time
Broome was considered as a separate
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problem, as a separate need, and one
which could be satisfied and developed
from loan funds and, under the loan pro-
gramme, through the Public Works De-
partment or the Harbour and Light De-
partment.

The people of Broome were given
to understand that a deep-water port
would be established adjacent to their
town: in fact, right at the entrance
to their town, at a point near the old
quarantine station. 'Those who have read
the Maunsell engineering report will re-
member that when the Black Rocks site
was found by the firm of Maunsell and
Partners to be unsuitable, they mentioned
Broome as the suitable site for such de-
velopment and service.

There is not any doubt in my mind of
the need-even though Broome at the
moment may be considered to be a de-
clining town-for a deep-water port, and
a service for deep-water ships, to be pro-
vided in that vicinity: and the only place
that engineers have decided upon as being
suitable for this purpose is near Entrance
Point which is quite adjacent to Broome
townsite itself, being approximately only
21 miles distant. That, linked with the
South Fitzroy River road, would bring to
Broome a great deal of traffic which, geo-
graphically, belongs to Broome.

I want to stress this point: It is not a
question of competition between towns on
the north-west coast, and it is not a matter
of Derby vying with Broome on the basis
of needs or Patronage for this or that
service. This is a very vital question, and
both centres require separate and distinct
services of deep-water access, If that is
practical for both towns. Certainly deep-
water access is vital for Broome.

Members who know Broome and have
been there in recent times realise the very
serious and bad condition of the existing
jetty. This is a very old structure which
will cost more per annumn to maintain than
the interest bill on a short deep-water
jetty. It is quite wrong to Centre our
thoughts around the fact that at the
moment Broome is not as prosperous or
as bright in prospect as it was a quarter
of a century or more ago.

Speaking Personally, I lived in Broome
for some years when it had a population
of nearly 4,000 people, and when nearly
400 pearling luggers worked from that port.
Today the number of luggers is between 28
and 32. It can be said that Broome was
the lifeline of the north-west during the
last war, and it was the only outlet through
which cattle, dead or alive, could be
shipped, particularly after the Japanese
bombings.

At that time I was Minister in charge of
the food lines to the north, and of getting
the product of cattle out of the north. I
know a lot about the possibility of using
Derby against Broome under such difficult
circumstances, but Derby could not be used.

Under no circumstances would I make a
comparison between the two towns, which
would give to either a disadvantage; rather
would I say that on a basis of needs, the
deep-water jetty at Broome which was pro-
jected four years ago and which under
some circumstances would have been com-
menced a few years ago, is a very dire and
urgent necessity at this stage.

Last year I was present at a meeting of
the Broome Shire Council at which two
ministers of the Government were also
present. I do not intend to raise certain
aspects of that meeting, because they were
quite unpleasant, but suffice it to say that
assurances were given to the shire council
that the south-of -the-river road to Broome,
linking all the back country south of the
Fitzroy River, including Fossil Downs
through to Halls Creek. would be upgraded
and made fit for the transport of cattle
by road to the Broome Meat Works. That
was the definite promise made by members
of this Government to the members of the
Broome Shire Council, the responsible
authority.

U~p to date nothing in that direction has
been done, and the people there are very
greatly concerned, not merely because
Broome is not being placed in its rightful
position as the trading outlet if such road
were upgraded, but because on the analysis
given at that time by the Commissioner of
Main Roads the money required would not
have encroached upon the allocations from
the Main Roads Department's accounts.
and would not have Prejudicially affected
any other road or Centre.

I have referred to the Broome Hospital.
It is in a very serious condition, and a
long time has passed since a new hospital
was Promised to the town. I have been
given to understand that this project has
been delayed for a further year while other
structures, which were not projected or
proposed at the time the new hospital at
Broome was first suggested, have reached
a stage of completion in the last few years.

I raise these three matters very deliber-
ately and pleadingly to the Government.
I request the Government to give urgent
attention to them and not to be concerned
with any pique or feelings of anybody as
to why Broomie should not receive its just
entitlement in these developments and ser-
vices. This old town of the north-west,
where the old cable buildings still stand.
and which has been the magisterial Centre
for so long, looks as if it is to be by-passed
for other administrative purposes. This is
a matter for Government decision based
on all the facts. My plea for urgent con-
sideration for Broome Is not put forward
because of its age, history or sentiment,
but because of its needs as a town and as
the Centre which serves the back country
behind it.

The Hon. J.0G. Hislop: Fr'om what popu-
lation would the Broome Hospital draw
its patients?
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The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: At present the
Broome Hospital draws from as far south
as Wallal, and takes in the flying doctor
cases south of the Fitzroy River, but over-
laps the Flying Doctor Service at Derby.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: How many beds
would be required there?

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The promise
was for a 26-bed air-conditioned hospital
during the financial year before this one.
That project has been by-passed while
grandiose plans for other towns have been
approved and put into effect. I am not
complaining about anything that is pro-
vided for the north, even though a. swim-
ming pool for nurses in one centre has
been proposed. My complaint is that the
structure which exists at Broome is in-
adequate. The present doctor in charge
(Dr. Willmott) is a man of unbounded
energy, but he has to work and live under
very poor conditions.

It is not often that I raise a voice in
the House in a parochial manner, but this
is a matter which I must bring forward,
because the case has been presented to
me in reams of typewritten letters from
the wonderful citizens of the north. Many
of these people have lived there for a half
a century, and they have never asked for
anything for themselves. They are always
delighted to see any move being made
which will carry the north along under
any developmental project, but at the
same time they are very anxious that the
national, as well as the meagre needs of
the populace should not be overlooked
while other centres are being glamorised.
That is the situation.

I have three children who attended
school at Broomne 38 years ago when I
made my first home in Western Australia.
I realise it is problem country, and I know
the area well because at that time it was
my responsibility to carry out the first
experiments In agricultural crops from
Wyndham to Carniarvon. Although in the
past Broome has been served satisfactorily
by ships which were constructed to rest
on the harbour bed, those days have gone.
Those ships were constructed to serve
towns which had a 28 ft. rise and fall in
tide. The number of ships which are
able to serve this port is limited to a few
Blue Funnel vessels and State ships. These
are specially built to rest on the bottom
when the tide in the north-west ports falls.

There is the opportunity of direct ship-
ment; there is the opportunity of getting
different types of ships; and there is the
opportunity of establishing deep-water
facilities by building a very short Jetty
into the deep water, which will cost less
in interest payments for construction
than the maintenance cost for the mile-
long Jetty in Broome as the years progress.
I hope the Minister will be able to say at
some time before this session of Parlia-
ment concludes--within the next few
weeks or the next month-that the Points

which I have raised, not in a carping mani-
ner but to ensure that justice is given to
this important trading centre, 'will receive
favourable consideration, and that some of
the proposals I have outlined are within
sight of implementation, and are within
the financial capacity of the State and the
Commonwealth to meet.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What do you
think of the quarterly criminal sessions
for the north, and where do you think they
should be held?

The Hon. F. J1. S. WISE: I would not
like to go into detail, or give an opinion
piece by piece as to where this or that
should be conducted; It is sufficient for
me to say that up to now the court and
the resident magistrate serving the whole
of the Kimberleys down to as far as most
of the Pilbara area have been centred in
Broomne. Indeed the centre has been
Broome since Roebourne passed from being
the capital of the north, and that goes
back to the 1880's.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was referring
to the application of the circuit court
system. There is a new courthouse at
Derby.

The Hon. F. J. S, WISE: And a very
fine courthouse it is, too.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is a problem
to know what to do.

The Hon. F. J1. S. WISE: If the Minister
is trying to sidetrack me, I will not let
him do so.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am not trying
to sidetrack you.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: But if he is
validly trying to seek my opinion, I would
point out that this is only one of many
problems which must occur when the
population of a district grows out of all
proportion to the population of another
district. In such a case the magisterial
centre may be altered. That is not the
complaint at all. My concern is for the
basic need of the community which exists.
Of course, it may be that the magisterial
centre will be moved from Broome as time
goes on and other centres get three or
four times its population.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was not trying
to sidetrack you. This Is a problem I have
on my plate now: but we cannot afford to
put a court building in every town in the
north.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I know. I
know indeed all the problems associated
with the construction of a residence for
the inspector of police, I know the condi-
tion of the inspector's residence at Broome.
It is the same residence that Inspector
Spedding-Smith lived in in 192 3-exactly
the same one.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I hope it
has been painted since then.
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The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: A few cyclones
have been through there since then. It is
in a bad condition. But we have to deal
with first things first; and, as pressures
bring decisions which alter the siting
of certain offices and officers, I am not
going to be a party to playing one town
off against another in that connection. I
would not say, for example, that because
It is suggested that Kununurra has a better
climate than Wyndham, certain industries
should go to Kununurra; because mem-
bers can rest assured that it is not so much
better.

However I do make this plea as a matter
of urgency, that Broome which has had for
the first time in its history a decent water
supply connected to the town in recent
weeks-

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: And a costly one,
too.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Of course it is
costly. Heavens above! It does not meas-
ure in a per capita sense with the cost
spent in a town like Onslow through the
years. If we are to have these outposts
we must expect a per capita cost of an
extraordinary high figure. Take the case
of Port Hedland. It is not many years
since the only fresh water was railed in
from Poondinna.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith:. How much a
thousand gallons?

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There were
other beverages just as cheap to drink.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: No good to wash
in, though.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The difficult
country in our north-west is problem coun-
try for the people who live in it. There-
fore. let us do our best for those people
and for the industries-which is my plea
on behalf of Broome. I leave it at that
and hope, as I said earlier, that we will,
before this session is ended, receive a fav-
ourable message which can be conveyed to
the people of Broome.

While on my feet I intend to change the
subject very violently from the peaceful
scene of this Chamber and of Western
Australia to a brief mention of the world
situation that has arisen suddenly during
the last few weeks, and make a special
mention of the enormous sums of money
which have been spent in the world by one
nation-namely, America-since 1948 in an
endeavour to ensure that a democractic
way of life would be so acceptable to so
many people that another world con-
flagration would be impossible.

I recall that in 1948 I reviewed for a
special purpose the Marshall Plan which
was at that time initiated in America. I
have a copy of that review in my hand.
The Marshall Plan, which was originated
in the time of President Truman, was
passed initially as a principle in 1947 and

gave full rein as an aid to under-privileged
and war-tomn countries for many years
after. The Marshall Plan, which was re-
ferred to as one of the great historic under-
takings in the history of world civilisation,
meant that contributions were paid by
American citizens as taxpayers to very
many nations of the world to help their
reconstruction in some form and to help
them with economic and technical assist-
ance in particular.

It is interesting at this Point to observe
what a remarkable scheme it was with its
objective, but how for the purpose of pro-
moting peace and understanding, it was
difficult. The Marshall Plan envisaged
the spending of 17,000,000,000 dollars--
approximately LAD 000,000.000-from the
year 1948 to about 1960. The intention
at that point was that every man, woman
and child of America would pay £37 a
head to the under-privileged and war-tomn
nations of the world to help them with
economic reconstruction. But it worked
out very, very differently.

The initial proposal embraced assistance
to 16 countries, some of them European
and some of them far removed from
Europe, including China, Japan, and In-
donesia. I noticed the other day that
hustralia was making a contribution of
about £5,000,000 from its humble national
income to the Colombo Plan, which shows
that we do have decent feelings towards
those not as well off as we are in this
country.

That prompted me to bring up to date
the figures which I analysed and wrote
about in 1948; and the change is astound-
ing. The money has not come from the
wealthy of America. It has come from all
the taxpayers, not from the wealthy tax-
payer who can, by getting rid of some of
his capital outside America, pay less tax
than he ever paid before, but from every
citizens of America, who has paid, sine
1948, an average of £300 per head in the
contribution to overseas countries for
economic and technical assistance, and to
five other countries for military assistance.

I repeat that this has not come only
from the wealthy People of America-the
upper crust. To digress for a moment in
a whimsical vein, members may not have
heard of a definition of the upper crust.
I heard one the other day-the Upper crust
of New York consists of a few crumbs held
together by a lot of dough. But that is
beside the question.

The American community has contri-
buted £300 per capita since 1948 to help
Western Europe, Greece, Turkey, Indo-
nesia, China, Japan, and Korea. The
amount Paid to Western Europe exceeds
40,000,000,000 dollars--Over LA20,000,000,000
-not merely to render it solvent and re-
store economy but to make It so pros-
perous that it has out-prospered Britain
and has, by its Prosperity, made the
]British Commonwealth look foolish.
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That is the amount of American help
that has gone into Western Europe since
1948. These are up-to-date figures, being
dated the 4th October, 1962. Greece has
had 3,000,000,000 dollars and Indonesia
500,000,000 dollars-all for economic and
technical reconstruction. Japan and
China have between them had colossal
sums. Korea has had more thani
£AS,000*000,000 from America.

Now, whatever the purpose-whatever
the motive behind the original Marshall
Plan, how wide of its initial objective has
much of the influence gone! Some of the
help and some of the friendship-if it is
friendsip-has been Purchased at a very
high cost; and one wonders whet sort of
world this could be if such vast sums
as those had been spent solely for
the purpose of benefiting the under-privi-
leged in so far as food and better ways of
life are concerned, to say nothing of the
countless millions of pounds that America
and other nations have spent on defence
and articles of war.

It is a very serious matter in this year
of 1962 that perhaps we are as close to
world conflagration-in spite of the en-
deavours to prevent it by all sorts of
means-as we have ever been since 1945.
No matter how closely the spending, or
how good the intention, or how wide the
purpose of spending of such vast sums as
I have mentioned, the whole thing could
be easily dislocated unless there is a
common purpose; unless all the world is
bent on the same idea and the same in-
tention; unless nations are able to trust
each other rather than fear each other.

Since the days of Yalta-when, I think
all of us who have studied the aftermath
of the last war realise what we still
call the perfidy of Russia-we have learnt
to know what it is that we, who believe
in the way of life we have, have to fear;
and we know those who are instigating
the ways of life that are foreign to our
own. I think we can simply express the
wish and hope, that if one nation is pre-
pared to tax itself £300 per head of popu-
lation over so many years to bring about
a better world, then we of British stock
should hope that the same feeling may
still be disseminated even in spite of the
British Commonwealth of Nations being
weakened, almost year by year.

Those are just passing thoughts-i
think provocative thoughts which will, I
hope, provoke in those who have been
patient and kind enough to listen to me
some ideas of their own as to how we
may inspire other People to believe and
realise how good is our way of life and
all that it means, and what we should do
to preserve it.

THlE HON. A. R. JONES (Midland)
[5.48 p.m.J: I would like to take this
opportunity to make a couple of observa-
tions. Whilst I agree that the Govern-
ment has a very heavy task in financing

all those things which need to be done, I
am not satisfied with the treatment that
has been meted out to the Midland Pro-
vince with regard to water supplies. It is
some nine or ten years now since I took
up the cudgel on behalf of those people
in the drier areas of the Midland Pro-
vince.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: And you
have been most consistent ever since.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: I have en-
deavoured to have water supplied to the
areas to the extent that I have men-
tioned in this House many times, We
have had a deputation from all the in-
terested bodies, including 19 local autho-
rities--the tomato growers' association at
Geraldton, and so on-down to meet the
Minister who was then a Labor Party
representative. He met us in consultation
with his advisers and engineers and
promised to do certain things, and to the
best of my belief those certain things have
been done, or are being done.

To my way of thinking they are being
done too slowly and it would suggest that
insufficient money has been made avail-
able to the Minister for Water Supplies
to enable investigations to be made prior
to this. Perhaps with some planning
further progress could be made. In
answer to a. question I asked on the 10th
October as follows:-

Is the survey of the potential of
the Gingin Brook completed?

the Minister replied, "Yes".
That was one of the things the Minister

promised to have investigated. Mr. Ack-
land and I went with two of the engineers
from the department and searched for
water. I feel sure that the engineers
knew before wve went that we would not
see more than a gallon or so of water in
the places we were taken to.

We travelled for three days in a jeep
crossing the country from the railway line
to the coast and the only time we saw
the road was when we crossed it. We
went down into caves and investigated all
kinds of places but the most water we saw
might have been enough to have a bath
in. People get carried away with reports,
and we were told that oceans of water
were flowing into the sea and even bub-
bling up in the sea. However, we did not
meet anyone Who bad actually seen all
this water but they knew so~meone whose
mate had seen it.

Of course, a lot of water does flow into
the sea during the rainy season. Millions
of gallons go into the ocean somewhere,
but there is no way of storing it. No bar
of hard rock is present to hold back such
waters. We went down to quite some
depth in that area but could not get any
worth-while supply of potable water. To
continue my story, I asked a further ques-
tion as follows:-

If the answer to No. (1) is "1Yes."
what was the result of the -survey?
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The answer was-
Stream gaugings indicate that an

average flow of 6,000,000 gallons per
day would be available with storage.

I take it that the storage would have to
be some dam built further back where
the water could be pumped in the flush
time of the year. I think 10,000,000 gal-
lons of water go through the Gingin Brook
in the peak period, and as low as 3,500,000
gallons in the lean period. So the dam
might be established in that area and
water pumped in during the flush part of
the year.

Then I asked several other questions.
The Moore River was supposed to be fully
investigated, but was believed to be in-
sufficient, I cannot understand that be-
cause at this time of the year water
several feet wide and a foot or so deep
flows across the road at Regans Ford, and
that is a considerable quantity of water,
At this time of the year it is not very
saline, but it does gather salinity from
the Moore River, But the water which
flows in now is from the spring at
Dandarragan, and the water there is
perfectly fresh. So I cannot see that a
thorough investigation was made. Such
an investigation would not be costly. I
then asked-

Has a full investigation been made
into the claim by Wapet that a huge
supply of good water had been pene-
trated in their borehole north of
Eneabba?

The answer I received, in my opinion, was
not very satisfactory, but sufficient to in-
dicate that water is there at Eneabba. or
at lvingenew or some of the points west
of the Midland line. It is just a case of
finding it and getting it.

Dalwallinu is to be served by the com-
prehensive scheme extending from a point
east of Ballldu and thence northwards.
Morawa is badly off for water. Although
they have a 7,000,000-gallon danm the
people there are on water restrictions al-
ready, and unless something Is done
before the end of summer, or unless some-
thing untoward happens, or there is a
thunderstorm to fill the dam, they will be
stretching to get even sufficient water for
the septic systems in the town and for
drinking water. That is how serious the
position is at Morawa. This goes on every
year, and it is getting worse.

I ask If It would be possible for the
Government to find out whether from
Eneabba. Mingenew, or somewhere else, a
supply could be found and a pipe line could
be put across to relieve the situation as a
temporary measure. It could be coupled
with the whole of a comprehensive system
when it is eventually Put through there.
If not, would it be possible to take an ex-
tension on from Delwsllinu? On the 23rd
October, I asked the following question:-

With reference to the replies to my
questions on Wednesday, the 10th Oc-
tober, 1962, relating to country water

supplies, will the Government give
consideration to-

(a) exploration for a water
supply at Eneabba or other
sites west and South-west of
Mingenew with a view to
supplying Morawa and thus
alleviating the serious posi-
tion which exists there; or

(bi) in view of the fact that the
Gingin Brook may ultimately
augment the northern com-
prehensive scheme, an exten-
sion of the service from Dal-
walllnu to Morawa?

The answer is--
(a) The Mines Department is cur-

rently carrying out geological in-
vestigations into underground
water west of the Great Northern
Highway.

(bi) Final consideration of a satis-
factory source of water for
Morawa cannot be made until the
results of these investigations are
available.

My bone of contention is that if the Gov-
ernment acts as slowly as it has done over
the last ten years Morawa will be a. ghost
town before water is supplied to it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How many new
water supplies have been inaugurated in
the Midland Province in the last few
years?

The Hon. A. R. JONES: I would say a
very considerable number. Certainly a
considerable amount of progress is being
made, but a comprehensive supply is what
we want for this area because the water
potential is very poor. The rainfall is
not heavy: it is sufficient to grow very
good cereal crops and some pasture crops.
But even though the farmers can grow
these crops they cannot stock the land to
full carrying capacity because the stock
cannot be watered. Apart from the people,
we have to consider the stock-carrying
capacity of the district.

I appeal to the two Ministers in this
House to take this matter to the Govern-
ment again and request that money be
made available to find water supplies for
these areas, even if the Commonwealth has
to come into It-and I think It should and
must. I make a special plea that Some-
thing more than has been done In the past
will be done to try to find a way out of
the difficult position that Morawa. and
other places find themselves In. No doubt
at some future time Perenjori will find
itself in the same position, not only in re-
gard to the township, but the stock-
carrying farmns of the district, too.

I know this area is In the Premier's own
electorate and I know that quite often
People are at his throat, too. He can only
go as far as the Treasury funds will allow
him to go, but in my opinion that is not
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far enough. I cannot understand why this
particular area does not get a better spin
than it has had over the last ten years.
During that period we have had nothing
more than promises of investigations; and
I tell the Minister now, that unless the
Government does something about this
problem I shall stand up and talk about
it every five minutes of the day until we
get some satisfaction.

There is one other matter which causes
me a great deal of concern and gives me
a good deal of food for thought. I have
spoken about this problem many times in
this House, and particularly in recent
times-I refer to the bad quality of the
farmnhands we are getting at the present
time. In fact the position is becoming so
difficult that one could say, apart from the
few good fellows who have been wedded
to farming for many years, we have -no
good general farmhands in Western Aus-
tralia today. That is the sorry plight in
which we find ourselves, and something
will have to be done to remedy the position.

What the reason for it is I am not pre-
pared to say; perhaps the fault lies with
the farmers just as much as it does with
the type of chap who is undertaking this
work at present. However, something will
have to be done to encourage people, and
particularly young fellows, to take up
farming work again. In the city one hears
of young men who are only too anxious
to go on the farms. City boys love to get
on to f armis during their school holidays,
and I think many of them would welcome
the opportunity to work as farmhands If
only there was some way in which they
could be trained.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: What would be
the weekly rate of pay for a general farm-
hand?

The Hon. A. R. JONES: I think I would
be right in saying that under the award
it would be something like £16 a week. But
if a farmer can get a good farmhand he
is very lucky; and any farnhand with a
good knowledge, and particularly If he is
a good worker and has any standing at all,
will get £20, £22 or £24 a week, flying.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: A permanent
job?

The Hon. A. Rl. JONES: Yes, for a good
man.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: With quarters?
The Hon. A. R. JONES: Yes, with qluar-

ters; but he must be a good farmhand.
The other day I was driving along a country
road when I saw a man sitting by the side
of the road. He looked as though he
wanted a lift, and so I picked him UP. He
told me that he wanted to get into the
country to get work. He looked the sort
of chap who had roughed it a bit while he
had been out of work-he looked as though
he had been having a struggle. He is
working for me at present, and is not
doing a bad job, either.

This man is as Scotch as can be and he
told me that he is not inclined to work
on farms because most of the quarters are
too rough. He said, "They expect you to
live in all sorts of digs." I agree with
him to a certain point there. Some of the
accommodation provided for farmhands is
very poor, and how the farmers can expect
decent farmhands to live in it I do not
know. However, there are good quarters,
and certainly farmhands should be pro-
vided with reasonably good accommoda-
tion. On the other hand one will find
certain types of farmhands who will abuse
whatever they are given.

My point is that a larger sum of money
should be made available through the
Education Department to establish many
more agricultural schools than we now
have. That seems to be our only chance
to encourage boys to take up farming work,
and it will be the only opportunity they
will have of going to an agricultural school.
If more agricultural schools are provided
it will enable city boys who are desirous
of taking up farming as a career to learn
the work.

I think these schools should be built in
several different parts of the State. There
is a college at Cunderdin, but I think there
should be one at Morawa, and another
could be established at Geraldton. No
doubt other members could name other
parts of the State where these colleges
could be built. The cost would not be that
great when compared with the benefits
that would accrue. If more schools could
be established boys could be shown how
to do farm work, including the handling
of machinery, a little bit of welding, both
with electricity and acetylene, the handling
of stock, and so on.

When they left the school they could be
given a degree which would entitle them
at least to a fair and reasonable wage. If
such a scheme were instituted farmers
would know that the boys with degrees
had received a good primary education in
farming, and the boys themselves would
know that the degree would entitle them
to a certain wage.

Therefore I appeal to the Government
to provide more agricultural colleges as
quickly as Possible; otherwise I cannot see
where or how we will get any labour for
our farming properties. We must defin-
itely encourage an increased production
from our farming areas, and I mention
these two matters so that the Minister In
charge of the House can draw them to the
attention of the Ministers and the depart-
ments responsible for them; and, of course,
the Treasurer who would have to find the
necessary money.

I know of a young chap, a farmer's son,
who cannot attend an agricultural college
because there is no room for him. That
is a dreadful state of affairs. Admittedly
such a boy, I suppose, would get preference
over a city boy if there were any vacancies,
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but if there happened to be a hundred city
boys who wanted to go to an agricultural
college they would have no chance of even
looking inside one.

The Bon. Rt. Thompson: I know one who
wants to go right now.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: If mare schools
were established, boys would know that if
they wanted to go to an agricultural
college they would at least have an oppor-
tunity of doing so. Such a proposal would
be one way of taking interested city boys
to the country for farm work. It would
certainly be a start in life for them and
I put the proposal to the Minister in the
hope that something along those lines will
be achieved.

Sitting suspended from 6.7 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. Rt. F. HUJTCHISON (Subur-
ban) [7.30 p.m.]: Members have few op-
portunities to express their thoughts on
the wide sphere of activiities in their con-
stituencies. Unfortunately, I missed my
opportunity In the early part of the session
to cover what I wanted to say, and accord-
ingly I propose to say a few words tonight.
I shall be as brief as possible.

As members know, I live in a working-
class area, and I am therefore most con-
cerned at the steep rise that has taken
place in university fees, and the effect this
is likely to have on the people I represent.
I know that education is becoming more
expensive, but although there appears to
be money available for everything else one
can think of, there does not appear to
be any money available for so basic a
matter as the education of our children.
We all know that intelligence is bestowed
on the human race quite impartially. For
instance, a rich or a poor child is not
given more or less intelligence because of
his wealth or poverty. All classes are
treated alike in the bestowal of intelligence.

It is a great pity, and a disgrace, for a
country such as ours not to be able topo
vide a university education for the children
of our workers. They should be given the
opportunity to attend universities; they
should not be prohibited from doing -so
simply because their parents cannot afford
to keep them there. In these days, any
family with four or five children finds it
a tremendous struggle so keep going. This
is more so today than it was when you
and I were children. Mr. President. I will
admit that families and children of today
have far more amenities than were Pro-
vided for us in our days.

But I do think it behoves a Government
to see, particularly in this day and age,
that every child who is intelligent enough
is given an opportunity to attend the
University. There should be no question
as to whether the child's family can afford
to send him or her to the University. It

should be the Government's duty to pro-
v'ide these children with %1 university educa-
tion, and to ensure that full use is made
of their powers of intelligence. As I say,
I deplore the fact that university fees have
risen again this year. They have got far
beyond the means of the low income
groups.

I now wish to touch on the question of
kindergartens. I think members will agree
that if anybody requires the services of
a kindergarten it is those people in the
lower income groups; those on the basic
wage; and those who have large families
and who are really the doorstep of society.
We find it takes about 12s. or more a week
to send a child to a kindergarten, and I
cannot see how any ordinary family can
afford to send two or three children to a
kindergarten. I have a family quite near
to me in which there are three children
who are only about a year apart. I often
wonder how those children could possibly
be given the opportunity of kindergarten
training. We are told, and we all know.
that kindergarten training is a very im-
portant phase of a child's life.

In this connection I would like to point
out that I attended the annual meeting
of the Lady Gowrie Centre not long ago
in Victoria Park. I do wish members could
have been there. They would have heard of,
and seen, the great and useful work that
these kindergartens do; the important
Purpose they serve; and the facilities they
Provide to families and their children.
There is no doubt at all that here is the
beginning of a child's education. We are
fast reaching the time when kindergartens
will have to be incorporated into the educa-
tional system. By that I mean they will
have to be Government institutions. The
child's education will start when it enters
the kindergarten, and finish when it
reaches university level. In this age of
science it is most impcrtant to consider
this aspect.

When thinking of iron and steel fac-
tories we visualise amounts totalling mil-
lions of pounds; but when we think about
education we think in terms of pounds.
shillings, and Pence. I draw the attention
of the House to the question of kinder-
gartens, because as a woman T am very
closely associated with this aspect of life.
I know what it means to a family and the
community generally. After all is said and
done, the family is the basis of society:
its very foundation; and it would pay
dividends if any Government took the
wider view I have suggested. We spend
a great deal on children's courts, and on
Places of detention. Half of these institu-
tions would not be necessary, however, if
the children were properly trained and
given an opportunity to have a full and
complete education, such as should be
provided in these enlightened times.

I now wish to say something about water
rates. I listened with a great deal of in-
terest to what Mr. Jones had to say on
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this matter as it affected country areas.
I wish to speak for the metropolitan area.
l know what great hardship the rise in
water rates has caused. They have risen
so steeply that it has been impossible for
the housewife to cope; and after all she
is the one who must make the money go
round. I know the case of a person in
my area--in Einbleton-who disputed the
fact that he had used as much excess
water as was indicated on the rate notice.
I am sure I have no idea how he could
possibly have used the amount of water
through a half-inch hose. It would have
been necessary for him to run the water
24 hours a day. But no excuse at all is
taken. The man's bill was £37, and, what
was mnure, he did not have sufficient garden
to warrant the use of that quantity of
water. These steep rises in water rates
are Proving to be a great hardship to the
families concerned. As far as I can see
the Government is using the legislation
dealing with this aspect more as a taxing
measure.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: it is not.
The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: This has

never happened before, and I am sure it
will not happen when a Labor Govern-
mnent is in office.

I1 now wish to draw the attention of the
Minister to a hazard that exists in the
area in which I live. I think the matter
is the concern of the local authority to
some extent, but it is also the responsi-
bility of the Main Roads Department. The
hazard to which I refer is also in the
area which the Minister represents- I
refer to the new road that leads up to
the Hillcrest School. Every day I live in
terror for fear some child will be killed
in that area. The other morning I beard
a scream, and I discovered a boy had been
knocked down by a, bicycle. When going
to school the children have to walk on
the road, and each day the traffic in the
area to which I refer is getting heavier.

I have spoken to members of the local
authority about this-to the Bayswater
Shire Council-but I am Informed that
there is no money available to provide the
service I require. We have not been able
to get any satisfaction at all, and I would
like the Minister to help me get something
done to safeguard the lives of the child-
ren In that area. I asked for a footpath
to be constructed on the fight-band side
of the road leading from the town, for a
distance of about three-quarters of a mile-
The members of the shire council looked
at me in horror and said there were no
houses on that side of the road. I do not
think it matters very much whether or
not there are houses on the side of the
road; it is the safety of the children which
should be paramount.

After all is said and done, all that is
required is a series of concrete blocks.
When their purpose is served in this area
they can he used again somewhere else-

This would at least provide the children
with a reasonable degree of safety when
they walk across the road; it would enable
them to be protected until they got to the
top of the hill. There is also a private
school at the bottom of the hill; and it
is used as a church. Every Sunday, and
every day of the week, tremendous hazards
are created in this area. I understand
another road is to go through, and this
of course will treble the hazards that al-
ready exist.

On this question of child life, I want to
make a personal protest to those who were
responsible for the horror comics that
were included in the sample bags Provided
at the Royal Show. Those responsible
should have shown a little more considera-
tion for the children of our State, I have
had more complaints from my consti-
tuents over this matter than I have over
anything else that I can remember.
Parents brought comics to me and pointed
out the effect they were likely to have on
their children. We all know that every
child in Western Australia considers It a
treat to go to the show and buy a sample
bag. It is a must with children. This
being so, surely some effort can be made
to place in the bags something better
than the comics which were provided on
this last occasion. I think what was done
was a blot on the escutcheon of whoever
was responsible.

I now with to speak once again on public
Parks. Mr. Hawke has recently spoken of
the Chevron-Hilton Hotel land and said it
should be made available for the old people
and senior citizens of our State. A lot of
lip service is paid with regard to our old
people and senior citizens; they are called
all sorts of nice names; and here was an
opportunity for something to be done along
the lines that are so often talked about.
However, the Government could not see its
way clear to do it.

I am of the opinion that public space
will become so precious, especially in the
city area, that we should preserve what
we have. If we do not do this we will
have a6 City of Perth -which was never
envisaged by the old people of the State
-the city will be given over to big money
and private enterprise and there will be
nowhere but the street for old people to
go for a little rest.

The Chevron-Hilton site is a lovely spot,
and something should he done about it so
that it will not pass from the people. I
think Mr. Hawke was well on the ball when
he moved his motion in another place.
because it said that all of the Crown or
Government land referred to in the Chev-
ron-Hilton Hotel Agreement Act, 1960,
should now be reserved in the name of the
State of Western Australia and be used in
the future only for worth-while public ser-
vices. That motion was defeated.

Many times in this House I have men-
tioned the subject of wildflowers. I am
going to make again the plea I have made
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previously to see if it will bring forth any
result. A lot has been written about the
wildflowers of this State, our natural heri-
tage; and there is one place in the State
which could be developed into an asset
worth millions of pounds. This could be
done with very little expenditure and with
a bit of commonsense and foresight ap-
Plied by local authorities and whoever is
responsible in the Government.

I am referring to the road to Northam
where there Is natural beauty. That land
is in the hills with an assured rainfall and
it would grow almost any kind of wild-
flower that we have in this State. It
would certainly grow them well enough to
be a wonderful tourist attraction, particu-
larly as it is so accessible. One could see
the wildflowers on a Sunday afternoon's
drive. A State gardener should be ap-
Pointed and a few chains on each side
of the road reserved instead of the trees
being chopped down as they are now and
the homestead leases allowed to go right
to the road. flees that have taken 100
years to grow are simply being slaughtered.

If the authorities concerned stepped in
now and made that road a floral drive.
within a few years there would be nothing
to equal it in the world. Leschenaultla
grows beautifully there, and all kinds of
wildflowers thrive. I have spoken about
this matter under two Governments, but
men have never heeded me. I do not
know why something cannot be done, par-
ticularly when it would be so cheap to do
it and when it would create something of
which we would be proud and something
which would be worth-while to this State.
I hope someone will listen to me now.

I have before me some remarks that were
made in the other House about the Gov-
ernment's wildflower legislation. Without
arguing the point I am telling the Govern-
ment the way something can be created
which will be an asset and a joy and
which will be of educational value to the
children of the State. We have Lake
Leschenaultia which is only a few yards
off the road, and it is a lovely place.

Recently we had a Bill here on mental
health; and as an aftermath I have been
inquiring why there are so many resigna-
tions from the department. T heard again
we had lost one of our social workers and
also one of our leading psychologists. In
The West Australian of the 26th October
I saw an article headed "More Staff Needed
in Mental Health Field." Not long ago I
said in this House that in every State in
Australia-and almost throughout the
world-there is a shortage of trained
personnel for mental health. Even in
Entland and America there is a shortage
of trained people.

This interest in mental health came up
quite belatedly but very swiftly; and realis-
Ing what we have done in the past and
what we will need to do in the future, I
have been wondering why In Western Aus-
tralia people are resigning from the depart-
ment. This indicates to a person such as

myself, with some knowledge of the
field about which I am speaking, that there
is something wrong. I now want to know
why. I want to know where the situation
begins and where it might end. The fol-
lowing is from an article that appeared
in the paper:-

The need for more senior medical
offiers and other staff has been sug-
gested by the Inspector General of
Mental Health Services, Dr. W. B. C.
Gray, in his annual report for the year
ended December 31, 1951.

We are now nearly at the end of 1962
and I find there are more threats of re-
signations from the department, and I ask
the Minister to tell me why this is so.
There was a letter in the Paper not so long
ago written by P. S. Harrison of South
Perth. Portion of his letter read as fol-
lows:-

Regarding the debate in the Legis-
lative Council on the Mental Health
Bill I suggest that Dr. flighy Moy-
nagh's letter of resignation be Pub-
lished in full.

That has had a secret passage up to date.
Continuing-

This would give the public his real
reasons for this personal decision.

This man has now resigned; and I know
personally of another man who is one of
the leading psychologists. They are hard to
get and I tell the Minister there is some-
thing that needs looking into.

I found out that two plans for mental
health have been in existence. It seems
there has been a real hotchpotch. Psycho-
logists have been to the Public Service sev-
eral times; and although the conditions
f or recruiting psychologists are very good,
the conditions for senior experienced
psychologists are poor in that there is no
advancement. After eight Years' duty,
three senior psychologists have left the
service. Surely there should be some
inquiry to see what is really happening.
I obtained this information after
looking into the matter quite a lot. The
remedy seems to be in the hands of the
department, and I suggest it looks into
the Position.

I discovered that after eight years a
senior psychologist receives £2,300. and
that is as far as he can go. Professors
are able to go much further. This is also
the case with the Army and the University,
but it is not so in the Mental Health De-
partment, which is going to play such an
important part in the future. As I said
before, mental health has come up be-
latedly but quickly; and it is time the
Public Service Act was looked into and
this kind of thing remedied. This is the
time to bring these things forward. They
should be raised at the beginning and not
when things have gone wrong and it is not
possible to help.
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I now wish to speak in regard to a letter
I received from a local authority-the
Bassendean Shire Council. It is about the
decision of the Government not to build
public lavatories on the Ashfield railway
station. I do not know how far this mat-
ter has gone, but I have heard there is
every likelihood of the Government ceas-
ing to provide Public conveniences and
waiting roams on stations that are already
established. I wonder if the men-and it
is men who sit down in State Government
offices and think about these things and
who make these decisions-ever think of
the family side of life. In Perth we have
a real dearth of public conveniences,
especially so far as women and children
are concerned; and the women and children
of Ashfield have asked for this conveni-
ence on the station. However, the Gov-
ermnent has decided not to provide it.

There will soon be a big high school
at Ashfield and probably 5,000 children will
be attending that school. At the risk of
being called importunate I bring these
matters forward, because they must be
spoken about. I am going to read a letter
that was sent to me. I believe every mem-
ber for the Suburban Province in the
Chamber received a copy, and I daresay
the Minister has one, too. It is a letter
from the Western Australian Government
Railways addressed to me. It reads as
follows:-

Referring to your letter of 20th Sep-
tember regarding the provision of toilet
facilities at Ashfield, I have to inform
you that it is not the policy of this
department to provide public con-
veniences at stations.

2. The position was fully explained
in my letter of 26th September to the
Shire Clerk, Bassendean Shire Council,
and as I can only reiterate the views
expressed therein, I am taking the
liberty of enclosing a copy of this let-
ter for your information.

The Bassendean Shire Council wrote to
me as follows:-

I wish to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 9th inst., relative
to the action you have taken in re-
gard to the council's request for toilet
facilities at Ashfield Station.

The council has decided on making
a further approach to the Railways
for the provision of these badly needed
facilities at AshfIeld Station, and I
enclose herewith for Your Information
a copy of a further letter sent to the
Western Australian Government Rail-
ways in regard thereto and we look
forward to Your continued support in
this matter.

The shire council certainly has my assist-
ance in this matter, and I hope that the
department will provide these facilities,
which are not to be found in a great numn-
ber in the metropolitan area, and are even
more pressing in our country areas.

I would like to see members of this
House take children out only to find there
is nowhere to take themn if they need to
go to the toilet, or a waiting room on a
railway station. Surely we can expect this
sort of facility on all our railway stations,
not only for the use of people who travel
by trains, but as a public convenience for
women with families--women who have to
go abroad to do the shopping. I see that
lavatories may be signposted. It would
not be necessary to provide many sign-
posts judging by the number of conveni-
ences that exist in the city. The following
appeared in The West Australian under
the heading "Public Lavatory Plea for
Council":-

The Public Health Commissioner is
approaching the Perth City Council
with a suggestion that extra public
lavatories be provided in the city.

Health Minister Hutchinson told Mr.
Brady this in the Legislative Assembly
yesterday.

These things should not have to be brought
before Parliament by members. They are
a basic necessity, and I am amazed that
our departments and our Government are
so narrow-minded and unmindful of the
well-being of the citizens, especially the
women and children.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do You know
how long Ashfield station has been without
these facilties?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I do not
care about that; I say they are needed at
every station. The tact that people have
to catch a train is sufficient to warrant
the conveniences being available at the
stations. One would think we did not
live In a civilised country at all.

I intend now to go back to the question
of. capital punishment. I shall raise my
voice here against capital Punishment; and
I am not going to take the morbid attitude
that no one has any sympathy for the
relations of a murdered person. One
would not have an opinion on this question
Unless one knew the misery and agony of
people connected with someone who has
lost his life through being murdered.

I do not take the morbid attitude, but
a different one. We have come from the
dark ages when the authorities used to
break People on the wheel and have them
hanged, drawn, and Quartered. We have
left that period slowly and painfully, and
we surely have reached the stage that we
are in an age of science and atomic
energy, and can raise our voices against
Public garrotting; because hanging is
Public murder and nothing else.

It is not right to ask the people of a
State to Commit public murder because a
Man has murdered someone; and the
murderer is nearly always a deranged
Person-his mind might have been de-
ranged for an hour, or a week or, perhaps.
for all time. Murder is tied to mental
health in some way or another.

2081



rOUtNCILA

I am one of the public of Western Aus-
tralia and I detest a Governent that asks
me to countenance the publicity, the
degradation, and the lowering of our
prestige as a result of hanging-public
murder. I think it is dreadful, because it
does nothing for society and it does nothing
for people who are suffering from the
action of the murderer. We cannot say
whether the murderer was sane or insane
when he committed the crime, and I think
it is time we sat down and gave some
thought to this question because it is a
disgrace to civilised society, just as the
hanging of early socialists--whose bodies
were left hanging in a public place to
show how dreadful it was for someone, who
wanted a little more food for their child-
ren, to commit a crime-was a disgrace.
Anyone who murders another person is
deranged in some way. But apart from
that, the murderer's life is finished because
he has done something to spoil it.

To ask the population to be a party
to a law that will publicly garrott a person,
and to ask another human being to do it
in cold blood is quite wrong; and I think
it is time there was some sort of rebellion
against it. If I could rebel more than I
do against this House I would, as I said
the other night, rebel against the Govern-
ment that would do the things I have been
talking about. The hanging of a murderer
does nothing for society. It puts
an imposition on those who detest it, and
it is an insult to the ordinary person's
intelligence. I say there is something
wrong with people who do it, and they are
not fit to govern the country. Hanging
is legalised murder, no matter in what way
or in what sense we look at it. Apart from
all else, it debases human dignity en masse.

I am, of my own volition, going to bring
forward something from a women's organ-
isatlon-it is part of the agenda of the
Women's Service Guild, and the item is:
Fremantle Prison and 'After Care" of
Prisoners (Night Guild). The Women's
Service Guild is a body of women that we
often hear abused when they want some-
thing that is not convenient or that the
Government does not like. But these
women do good work, and the night guild
is the section I belong to. What I am
going to read contains a lot for members
to think about and do something about;
and I have not been asked to do this but
am bringing it forward of my own volition
because what is contained here meets with
my views-

The Women's Service Guilds, in
conference assembled, advocates-

(a) In view of the urgent need
of accommodation for dis-
charged Prisoners, particu-
larly in Capital Cities, the
setting up of hostels, the cost
to be borne by the Federal
and State Governments.

Here is a positive measure of assistance
that is badly wanted-and not to be
given as a hand-out, either: "You poor
thing. Here is a bit of charity for you;
get on your way." That is what is being
done now-

(b) That the work done by
prisoners be at a standard
acceptable for apprenticeship
terms.

(c) That such terms of training
served in prison be recognised
by the Arbitration authorities
as portion of apprenticeship.

(d) That facilities be granted In
their civilian life to continue
apprenticeship for the full
period.

There is a very worth-while thought
there; and that did not come as a result
of pressure from any section, or anything
else, but simply from this guild of women
who have done welfare work most of their
live&-

Ce) That all Government and
Local Governing bodies be re-
quested to facilitate employ-
ment of discharged prisoners
in their own undertakings on
the same basis as other em-
ployees.

(f) That the Authorities give
consideration to anomalies in
Commonwealth and/or State
Legislation which deprive de-
Pendants of prisoners from
receiving normal benefits
during a prisoner's sentence.

I think that is important-
(g) That representation be made

to Commonwealth and State
Governments for assistance
in providing-

(1) training facilities for
voluntary workers in
the field of "after-
care" and

(2) a programme of "In
Training".

I thought these objectives were so worthy
-and they were put forward by women I
know-that I wanted to bring them up
here so that they would be recorded in
Hansard; because these women deserve
some credit when they are thinking of
such things for the good of the com-
munity.

I now wish to speak again on the
franchise. I still say what I said the
other night, and I am going to prove it.
I was then speaking to Mr. Heenan's Bill,
and I had to speak about women. I am
not going to speak particularly about
women tonight; I am going to speak on
the analogy that exists between local
governing bodies and the Legislative
Council. and I am going to speak on the
question of the native franchise.
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Whenever I can expose hpyocrisy while
I am in Parliament, I am going to do it.
We have seen the Liberal Party and the
Country Party members fight the Bill,
The other night we saw Mr. Simpson vote
alone against the right of natives to have
the vote.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The honourable member cannot
cast a reflection on how another member
votes in the Chamber. The honourable
member may proceed.

The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: What I
have said is a fact; I do not know that
it is such a reflection. It is not a reflec-
tion on Mr. Simpson to say he voted
against the Bill; and he was the only one
who did so. I am only saying what
happened here.

The Hon. C. H. Simpson: You could
give me credit for it.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The Gov-
ernment parties have, through pressure
from the Commonwealth Parliament, been
forced to give the natives the franchise.

I have to put my thoughts and reflec-
tions forward in careful language so that
they will not be twisted, because I am a
protagonist of adult franchise for all
people, no matter what their colour, creed,
or politics. A vote for the Legislature of
the State is a basic human right. There
is strange thinking among the Govern-
ment supporters in Parliament, because
the natives are now to be given the fran-
chise which the members of this House
have just refused to their own wives and
daughters. I do not want to mention
colour or creed, because colour does not
matter to me--justice and democratic
rights matter to me!

The other night I had to keep to the
woman factor because I was speaking to
a Bill to give the spouse of the elector
a vote. Now we come to the question of
men who cannot have a vote. As I pointed
out previously, a returned soldier who has,
perhaps, suffered injury at a war, may be
living in a home and have four sons
living with him: but he would have the
family vote and the sons would be di-s-
franchised.

After the last war was over the main
shortage in Western Australia was hous-
ing. It was such a problem that steps
that are necessary when a crisis arises,
had to be taken, and for a person
to get a, house, he had to be a family
man. So it did not matter whether a
man had E10,000, or £10,000,000, or ten
pence, if he had a family of children he
had to be housed and the State Housing
Commission made a home available to
him.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not
right, of course.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It is
right, of course.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is not. You
ought to know that every person who
gets a State house gets one only if he is
in receipt of income within a certain limit;
and a man with £10,000 could not get one.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: When the
soldiers were coming back, those with
families were housed. One has only to
go to Hivervale to see that; and that is
where I fould this out.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Read your
State Housing Act.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON, The
houses were made available on the basis
of the number in the family. It did not
matter whether a man had £.10,000, he
could not get a house, because the number
of children was the deciding factor. Of
course, anyone who was allotted a house
had to pay the rent, but everybody could
pay it then.

This restricted franchise contains a lot
that was handed down from the Lords in
the old days. So we had men coming
back from the war-I knew men who were
wounded and suffering-who could not get
a house because they did not have suffi-
cient family; and so the game went on.

The natives will have the right to vote,
but what about the citizens of this State?
Of course, the natives are citizens of the
State, too, and they have now been given
the right to vote because of pressure from
the Commonwealth Goverrnent. But the
man who does not own his home but lives
in a flat may not have the vote. If he
lives in a flat and the door opens on to a
passage, he does not get the vote. If, how-
ever, he lives in a flat and the door opens
on to a back verandah, he does get a vote.
That is how stupid the Act is and how
stupid the thinking that is applied to the
problem.

I am now going to try to draw an
analogy between local government and the
rights of people who VOtW in shire council
elections, compared with the rights of
people voting for the Legislative Council.
In a statement made to the Press this
week the Lord Mayor said that there were
no Politics in local government. I main-
tain that local government is politics on
the kitchen doorstep.

The Hon. -A. F. Griffith: With endorsed
A.L.P. candidates.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Nonsense!
The Hon. R. F. HIJTHISON: I will

show the honourable member that it is
not nobsense. At the naturalisation cere-
monies held by the Perth Shire Council
the honourable member hands out a certi-
ficate of citizenship to each New Austra-
lian, together with a card showing how to
vote for the Perth Shire Council and an-
other card showing how to cast a vote for
the Federal elections, but he never hands
them out a card showing how to vote for
the Legislative Council elections.
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Point of Order

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: On a point
of order, Mr. President, I think the words
used by the honourable member have re-
ference to a statement I made whilst
carrying out my duty as President of the
Perth Shire Council. I would point out
that this is not the first time this has
occurred.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Are you objecting to the words
used by the honourable member?

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: Yes.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Will you withdraw those words,
Mrs. Hutchison?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: No, be-
cause they are true.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! The honourable member
cannot reflect upon another honourable
member and I ask her to withdraw the
offensive words.

The Hon. R. P. HUTTCISON: I am
speaking the truth, and I am not going
to withdraw. I have seen him do what
I have said.

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: Mr. Presi-
dent, on a point of explanation-

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! Will you state the words
to which you object?

The Hon. H. R. ROBINSON: Yes, Mr.
President. The honourable member said
that I presided at the naturalisation cere-
morny conducted by the Shire of Perth but
I have not conducted a naturalisation
ceremony for three years. The Deputy
President (Dr. M. Starke). is the one who
conducts the ceremonies. Mrs. Hutchison
has been present at these ceremonies and
she knows perfectly well that what she
is saying here is completely wrong.

The PRESIDENT <The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Will you withdraw, Mrs. Hutchi-
son?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Will the
honourable member tell me that at these
naturalisation ceremonies he does not hand
these certificates out himself?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! Will the honourable mem-
ber withdraw the statement she has made?

The Hon. R. F. HUJTCHISON: Will the
honourable member state the words he
desires me to withdraw?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): He has already stated the words
he desires withdrawn. Will the honour-
able member now withdraw them?

The Hon. R. P'. HUITCHISON: I am
speaking the truth, and I am not going
to withdraw. The honourable member-

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order!I Reluctantly-

The Hon. R. F. HU3TCHISON: I will not
embarrass you, Mr. President, and I will
withdraw the last words I used, and will
now say that the Deputy President handed
out the certificates.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Why don't you
withdraw in the same way as you ask
other members to withdraw?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! Do you withdraw un-
reservedly?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: What do
I have to withdraw? Let the honourable
member tell me and I will know.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The honourable member has told
You. You have accused him of having
handed out certain literature when pre-
siding at naturalisation ceremonies con-
ducted by the Perth Shire Council.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Very well.
Mr. President. I will withdraw those
words. The practice is that the Deputy
President does just that.

The Hon, H. R. ROBINSON: On a point
of order, Mr. President. The honourable
member instead of making the accusation
against me is now making it against my
deputy. There is no foundation for the
statement made by the honourable mem-
ber. She knows perfectly well that she is
invited to all of these naturalisation
ceremonies.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I will draw the honourable mem-
ber's attention to the fact that this does
not come under the same Standing Order
as does a point of order. When Mrs. Hut-
chison resumes her seat the honourable
member can make a personal explanation
if he so desires.

Debate Resumed on Motion

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: I have
attended every one of these naturalisation
ceremonies conducted by the Perth Shire
Council. If the honourable member says
that he does not hand out the naturalisa-
tion certificates, I will accept his word.
However, I want to make it clear to the
House that during the naturalisation
ceremony the naturalisation certificate is
handed out to each new citizen together
with a Commonwealth electoral card and
an electoral card for the Legislative As-
sembly. But a card explaining how to vote
for the Legislative Council election is never
handed out. I have attended these cere-
monies for the purpose of enrolling these
people on the Legislative Council roll,
and I have noted that the Legislative
Council card is never mentioned.
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The Hon. H. R. Robinson: That is wrong.
The Hon. R. P. HUTICHISON: I will ask

the honourable member to withdraw his
words, if he repeats them. The Legislative
Council voting card is never mentioned,
and I have voiced my objection time and
time again. Those citizens who have be-
come naturalised do not know this
Chamber exists, because they are never
told; and I say that this is done to prevent
their being informed that they may be
eligible to vote for the Legislative Council
in this State. That is the reason why the
voting card for the Legislative Council is
never mentioned.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is abso-
lutely wrong.

The Ron. R. F. HUrTCHISON: That is
the analogy that can be drawn between
local government and the Legislative
Council. Those people are not informed
of the unfair and undemocratic franchise
of this House.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! I will not allow the lion-
ourable member to continue to charge this
H-ouse with being undemocratic. It is a
reflection upon the House.

The Hon. B. F. HUTCHISON: I do not
know what one would call it, Mr. President,
when People are not given a vote for this
House. It is a loaded franchise and men
have fought against it down through the
centuries. However, not much progress
has been made because it is still un-
democratic.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: For some reason
or other, you always do better when you
have an audience.

Point of Order
The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Mr. Presi-

dent-
The Hon. R. P. H7UTCHISON: I do not

need an audience, and I do not want any-
one to defend me, either.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order!

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The re-
marks of the Minister are repulsive to
me, and I ask him to withdraw them. He
is casting a reflection on the people who
visit this House. I ask the Minister to
withdraw the words that Mrs. Hutchison
always does better when she has an audi-
ence. No honourable member, especially
a Minister of the Crown, has a right to
be offensive to visitors to this House.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! I am of the opinion that
no reflection is cast upon strangers visiting
the House by the remarks made by the
Minister. Mrs. Hutchison may proceed.

Debate Resumed on Motion
The Hon. R. P. HTrCHISON: Thank

you, Mr. President. This is a very difficult
subject upon which to speak, and I do not
know why the position is made difficult for

me when I am speaking the truth. In
referring to local government elections,
members may have read where the Lord
Mayor stated there were no politics in
local government.

I am quite at liberty to get up in my
place in this House and say that the law
relating to local government, and its pro-
visions in regard to voting, is undemo-
cratic. The Act at present does not pro-
vide for adult suffrage as did the Bill that
was presented to this House by the late
Gilbert Fraser. When the present Minister
for Local Government was introducing the
second reading of the Local Government
Bill on the 29th September, 1960, he said
this-

The Bill does not now provide for
adult suffrage as it did when last be-
fore Parliament, but for the continua-
tion of the property franchise and the
system of plural voting which has
served this State so well during the
past.

Whoever said it has served this State so
well during the past must have been draw-
ing on his imagination, because section 10
of the Act is a blot on our escutcheon. I
will continue to quote some of the remarks
made by The Hon. L. A. Logan in 1960, as
follows:-

However, the franchise has been
modified to some extent, and also has
been extended as far as is justifiable.

Who said it is justifiable? I stand here
and say it is extremely unjustifiable; that
is, that the franchise for local government
in this State is absolutely unjustifiable.
Those of my electors who read my remarks
in Hansard will know that this is an un-
democratic franchise and it is analogous
to the franchise of this House. The Min-
ister's remarks continue-

Occupiers will be enrolled automatic-
ally under the Bill as far as the Clerk
of the Council is able to do so, but
they may apply to have their names
Included if they are omitted.

A further provision has been made
that where a person both owns and
occupies land, the spouse of that per-
son may be enrolled as the occupier
on application-

On reaching that point, I point out that
my leader (Mr. Hawke) had a document
sent to him last week. Whilst I was in
Northam recently I saw this document. It
was sent to him by the Northam Shire
Council pointing out that if he desired to
have his wife enrolled on the local govern-
ment roll he could do so, and my leader
promptly enrolled her. The other evening.
Mr. Robinson of the Perth Shire Council
was asked by a member of this House, who
is also a member of many years standing
of the Fremantle City Council, why he
could not send notices out to the rate-
payers of the Perth Shire Council inform-
ing them of their voting rights, and Mr.
Robinson replied that it Would cost too
much.
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The Hon, H. R. Robinson: That is cor-
rect.

The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: I am
asking Mr. Robinson now: If the Northamn
Shire Council, which is not as financial as
the Perth Shire Council, can afford to send
out such notices to its ratepayers, why
cannot the Perth Shire Council do the
same? Mr. Robinson should not squib
this one.

The Hon. H. Rt. Robinson: I am not
squibbing it.

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: I will ex-
plain why-

The Hon. H. Rt. Robinson: You will ex-
plain!

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON': If a
woman owns a house in her own name and
she desires her husband to have a vote
in the local government elections, she need
only send her name in to the local author-
ity and her husband's name will automati-
eally be placed on the roll to enable him
to vote in the local government elections.
Under the famous E.L.A.L. clause, which
members have heard me criticise, the very
fact that a husband who is the owner of
a house submits his name to a shire coun-
cil for the purpose of having his wile's
name placed on the roll automatically
makes them eligible to have their names
placed on the Legislative Council roll.

The letters E.L.A.L. mean "elector on
the local authority list." Here is the
analogy between local government and the
Legislative Council. A wife would have
the right to vote In a local government
election if her husband applies to have
her name placed on the local government
roll, and if a person has his name on the
local authority list he is then entitled to
enrol on the Legislative Council roll.

The Hon. S. T. J. Thompson: When
was that brought in?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It has
only been in since this Act was pro-
claimed. The local governing authorities
are being used as Clubs on the shoulders
of the people to prevent them from getting
on the roll for this House. That is the only
analogy.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: That is rub-
bish.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It is not.
Where does the rubbish come In? Why
does not the honourable member come
clean and send out the notices?

The PRESIDENTI (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The honourable member cannot
cast reflections upon this House. I wish
she would use langulage that does not cast
a reflection on this Rouse.

The H-on. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: I am not
trying to embarrass you, Mr. President,
because I have the greatest respect for
you. What I am saying is true; the fran-
chise for this House is an insult to the

people. I have grown-up daughters who
cannot obtain a vote for this House be-
cause they do not own property, although
my sons can. Further. I have grand-
daughters who are similarly denied votes
because they do not own property. May
I not raise my voice, as I am fighting for
a democratic right for the elections of this
House? The people of England have died
for what I am doing, and there has been
bloodshed in that country. People there
have been hung for lifting their voices
for demrocracy.

I shall go among the public and tell
them that they can get on the roll through
the E.L.A.L. provision. I shall ask the
people to request the local authorities to
send out that document to all ratepayers.
Surely the ratepayers deserve that much,
and it only costs a fivepenny stamp and a
small amount for printing! Surely the
electors are worth that much!

As it is, people have to make applica-
tion through the E.L.A.L. provision within
a certain time. If they were to leave it
until next year they would have only two
weeks within which to make application,
because the people can only apply when
the rolls are open. These matters are not
advertised.

The Hon, H. Rt. Robinson: There was a
lot of publicity given to this.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: We do
not see advertisements in the local Press,
although I admit there has been a change
of heart by The West Australian news-
paper. I have seen more published in
recent times in that newspaper about adult
franchise than ever before, and that news-
paper has come out advocating adult fran-
chise for this House. However, its advocacy
has not been accepted by the Government.
The Government has been grateful to The
West Australian for coming to its rescue
on many occasions, hut it has not done
very much to implement adult franchise
for this House as advocated by the news-
paper. This is a matter which holds the
State in servitude.

I have read what has been said in the
New South Wales Parliament on this ques-
tion. It was stated-

There is essentially a democratic
spirit which actuates a large mass of
the community, and it is with a view
to check the development of this spirit
that I would suggest the formation of
an Upper House.

That utterance was made in 1848 by Sir
William Denison, the Governor of Tas-
mania, who subsequently became the Gov-
ernor of New South Wales. He wrote to
the Colonial Secretary in the terms I have
just quoted. That was said by him in
1848 when he knew there was a democratic
spirit growing in the community. He wrote
in those terms sayinz it should be stifled
and checked, and it should not be allowed
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to grow. In those circumstances he sug-
gested an Upper House should be itjo-
duced. We have nothing to live up to,
because such comments make one ashamed
to belong to this Upper House.

The Ron. A. L. Loton: You do not have
to stop here.

The Hon. H.. P. HUTCHISON: That is a
great comment! But I am going to stop
here as long as the electors put me here.
I have as much right to be here as the
honourable member, and perhaps a lot
more.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! I refer the honourable
member to Standing Order No. 394 which
reads-

- No member shall use offensive words
against either House of Parliament or
any Member of such House.

The honourable member is reflecting upon
the Chamber to which she belongs. I ask
her to withdraw.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Will you.
Mr. President, tell me where the line is
to be drawn?

SThe PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I have asked the honourable mem-
ber to withdraw the words which reflect
on her being ashamed to be a member of
this House.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: That
quotation I have just read was said in
inother Parliament, and it is true. What
are you going to do if it is true?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order!I I cannot allow the honour-
able member to claim it was a quotation
made in another House. It was a state-
ment she made about her membership in
this House, and I take the strongest excep-
tion on behalf of this House to her state-
ment.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I did not
say that.

The PRESIDENT: (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The honourable member did say
that. I would ask her to withdraw the
words.

The Hon, R. F. HUTCHISON: Which
words?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): That she was ashamed to be a
member of this House.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Well, I
am not going to.
*The Hon. R. THOMPSON:, On a point

of order, Mr. Mattiske said-
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): There can be no discussion on this
point. I ask the honourable member to
withdraw.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am not
going to be browbeaten into that.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): If the honourable member will not
withdraw I shall report her for an in-
fringement of an order and privilege under
Standing Order No. 413 (e) which reads--

Persistently and wilfully disregards
the authority of the Chair.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: What do
I do now?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I call upon the honourable mem-
ber to stand in her place to make what-
ever apology she deems flt.

The Ron. R. F. HUFTCHISON: I main-
tain I was not reflecting on the Chair. I
was speaking on what I thought about the
franchise of this House.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): It was not what the honourable
member thought about a reflection on the
Chair; it was her reflection on the Cham-
ber.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am not
going to withdraw.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I refer members to Standing Order
No. 415 which states--

When any Member has been re-
ported as having committed an offence,
he shall be called upon to stand up
in his place and make any explanation
or apology he may think fit, and after-
wards a Motion may be moved, "'That
such Member be suspended from the
sitting of the Council." No Amend-
ment, Adjournment, or debate shall be
allowed on such Motion, which shall
be immediately put by the President.

The H-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: I hope that
better sense will prevail on the part of
the honourable member. Rather than put
us In the situation where we will have
to comply with the terms of Standing
Order No. 415, the honourable member
should reflect upon her statement and
withdraw as you, Mr. President, requested.

The Hon. A. L. Laton: Stand up and do
the decent thing!

The Hon. R. F. HUJTCHISON: You dare
say that!

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver):; Order!

The Hon. F. H. H. Lavery: You, Mr.
President, did not hear the interjection
made by Mr. Loton.

The Hon. R. F. HUJTCHISON. I have
been experiencing more trouble in fight-
1mg for democratic rights in this House
than I thought possible. I object to Mr.
Loton saying, "Stand up and do the de-
cent thing." I have not done an indecent
thing; I am not trying to create a situa-
tion; I am fighting for the rights of the
people-for them to be able to say what
they believe in; and this is the Policy Of
the party to which I1 belong. I have not
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said anything to apologise for, and I did
not east any reflection on you, Mr. Presi-
dent, when I said this House was un-
democratic and the franchise for this
House was undemocratic.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The honiourable member cannot
continue this debate. She has been given
every opportunity to-

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: To what?
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver) : -withdraw the offensive words.
The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: In my

opinion they are not.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: As the

Leader of the Government in this House
I find myself in a most unenviable posi-
tion. The honourable member, in addi-
tion to being a woman, is a colleague
representing my own province.

The Hon. Rt. F. Hutchison: You need
not worry about me being a woman.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am en-
deavouring to be as gentlemanly about
this as I can. The last thing I want to
do is to be called upon by you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to move that the honourable member
be suspended. I am sure no member of
this House wants to see that happen,
but if the honourable member puts her-
self in that position what else can we do?
May I make another appeal to her, the
same as I remember the late Gilbert
Fraser making on a Previous occasion
when the honourable member was obstruc-
tive and the President drew that to her
attention.

The Hon. A. L. Loton: May 1, Mr. Presi-
dent, make a personal explanation?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Not at this juncture. No debate
can take place.

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Would I be
in order in moving at this stage that the
debate be adjourned?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I am sorry, but the honourable
member is out of order. The Standing
Order states that no amendment, adjourn-
ment, or debate shall be allowed on such
motion.

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: I want to
say this: In my conscience and in my
opinion I have not said anything that I
should not have the right to say to a
democratic person. I do not know what
to withdraw, because I do not want to
tell a lie to myself.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The honourable member cannot
continue.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It will be
with the greatest reluctance if I have to
move for the suspension of the honourable
member. I would like once again to
appeal to her. I know it is highly dis-
orderly for me to do this, but I am hoping

to avert a situation under which the hon-
ourable member is suspended from the
sittings of this House. I see no reason
why the honourable member should not
withdraw, whether in her opinion the
words are true or otherwise. You, Mr.
President, have asked for them to be with-
drawn.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: They were
not meant to be offensive to the President.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That would
save very much trouble. If she is not
Prepared to do that I will have no alterna-
tive but to do as you, Mr. President, have
requested.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I would not
for one moment provoke a debate or enter
into one on this matter. I would simply
say this: In your view, as President of this
House, the rules of debate and the Stand-
ing Orders have been offended, and you
have so ruled. You have no alternative
but to take the action you have taken. All
of us who are associated with the honour-
able member will be very sad to see her
expelled from this Chamber. I ask her to
let better counsel prevail and withdraw,
so that she may continue with her speech.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: What
do I have to apologise for-for saying this
Chamber is undemocratic?

The PRESIDENT (The Ron. L. C.
Diver): The honourable member has only
to say that she unreservedly withdraws
any offensive remarks she has made.

The Hon. Rt. F. HUJTCHISON: I did
not intend any remarks of mine to be
offensive. If I have to say that I with-
draw the remark that I consider this
House is not democratic, and the fran-
chise is not democratic, I cannot do so.
because I believe it Is undemocratic. I
am speaking the truth, and I am not doing
that for any public effect. I came here
on this promise. If I have been offensive
to you, Sir, that is the only thing I would
not like to be, because I think you are
too kind a man in all ways. I am really
earnest when I say that. However, I
cannot say I believe in the franchise for
this House when I do not, and it is part
of our party's platform.

Member Suspended

The I-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: The hon.-
curable member has been asked by me an
three occasions, and once by the leader
of her own party, to withdraw her re-
marks. She will not withdraw them and
I therefore invoke Standing Order No. 415
and move-

That the honourable member be
suspended from the Sitting of the
Council.

The Ron. Rt. F. Hutchison: And you
ore glad to do that too!
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The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I am not
glad to do it at all, and you know that!I It
possibly pleases you for me to have to do
it.

The Hon. Rt. F. Hutchison; That is
what you get for speaking the truth here!

The Hon. R. Thompson: Did the
Minister quote Standing Order No. 415?9

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes. I think
that is the Standing Order which is
applicable.

Question Put and passed.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): I have no alternative but to rule
that the honourable member is suspended
for the remainder of the sitting. Will the
honourable member please leave the
Chamber? It is with the greatest regret
that this request is made, but I must en-
sure that obedience is observed in this
House.

The Hon. R. F. HUTTCHISON: Very re-
luctantly, with apologies. I have done
nothing but speak the truth. I will come
back and say it again. There is no demo-
cracy in this House.

[The Hon. R. F. Hutchison left the
Chamber].

Personal Explanation
The Han. A. L. LOTON: I want to

withdraw a remark I made to Mrs.
Hutchison. I made it on the spur of the
moment because I wanted to try to settle a
very awkward situation which had arisen.
I do not think my remark incited her but
I regret that I made it. As I say, I
only wanted to stop the very difficult
situation which had arisen; and Mr. Wise
did likewise. If I have formed any rnl
feeling between Mrs. Hutchison and myself
or between Mr. Lavery and myself, I
apologise.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Thank you.

Debate Resumed on Motion

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (West)
[8.50 p.m.]: It Is not my intention to delay
the House for very long, but there are
several matters with which I wish to deal
briefly. The first concerns transport and
does not reflect upon the Minister for
Mines because I know he is only represent-
ing a Minister in another department. Last
Wednesday I asked the following ques-
tion:

Would the Minister consider allow-
ing student children over the age of
14 years, whose parent or parents are
either aged, widow, or invalid pen-
sioners, and who are in receipt of a
M.T.T. bus pass, to use such Passes
outside of school hours, at weekends,
and on public holidays?

The answer I received was "No." I do not
know whether members or the Minister in
control of the department realise what It

means to those concerned. People are
affected from one end of my electorate
to the other, but I will take an instance of
a widow who lives in Medina. She has
children attending the John Curtin High
School and they are in their fourth and
fifth years. They are permitted to travel
at a reduced rate during school hours on
school days, but if they want to attend
Fremantle Technical School or go to Perth
for any reason after school hours they
must pay full fare.

This, of course, applies also to children
of age pensioners anywhere in Western
Australia and to children of widows and
invalid pensioners. It must be realised that
a considerable sum is involved over such
distances as from Perth to Fremantle, or
Medina to Perth, or Cannlngton to Perth.
if the child has to pay full fare. The
expense is doubled of course if there are
two children, and trebled if there are
three.

I would ask the Minister for Mines
to Prevail on the Minister controlling the
M.T.T. to have a further look at this
matter because there is an injustice being
done to these young people. In this day
and age we should be encouraging those
who desire to obtain a higher education.
Some people on the invalid, widow, or age
pension find it difficult and sometimes im-
Possible to give their children higher
education-and a bit of enjoyment too-
because they have to pay full fare
outside school hours.

If our youth had the courage and the
desire to continue their education to a
higher standard, any Government should
be sympathetic to them. It could be
argued that the Labor Government was
as much to blame in this regard. I do
not know whether that is so, but if it is,
it would be no credit to the Labor Party.
However, I am not making any polities out
Of this; I just hope that some concession
can be made to these children along the
lines suggested.

Referring to Medina, a census was taken
recently in regard to the number of child-
ren who would like to continue on to the
fifth year of high school. Although I do not
know the result of the census as yet,
Medina Is a growing town, and for the first
time in three or four years all the houses
there are occupied. Therefore some con-
sideration should be given to making
Medina a five-year high school in the very
near future.

The other matter about which I wish to
say a few words is native welfare. It was
an education for me to attend a meeting
last week at which Mrs Kathleen Walker
from Queensland was the speaker. Some
members may have seen an article con-
cerning her which appeared in the paper,
together with a photograph. She is visit-
ing Western Australia as an organiser of
the Federal Council for Aboriginal Ad-
vancement. She gave a, wonderful address.
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and I was ashamed to discover that there
were in our Act certain provisions which I
did not know of .

She dealt with all the Acts in Australia
-those of the States and also the Com-
monwealth legislation. She and her
helpers are campaigning for the deletion
of two provisions in the Federal Constitu-
tion. One of these states that natives will
not be taken into account in a census, and
the other states, "The people of any race
other than the aboriginal race in any State
for whom it has been necessary to make
special laws."

It should not be necessary to make
special laws for aborigines. We know of
the colour consciousness which exists in
other parts of the world. We saw an
example of it in America quite recently.
We condemn it in those countries, and yet
in our own Native Welfare Act there are
similar distinctions.

I did not realise that the distinction
really existed here until I met the wife
of a schoolteacher at this meeting. She
was brought down from Marble Bar as a
child and Placed in a mission where she
attended school. When she grew up she
left the mission and is now married with
children of her own. Yet she does not
know who her mother and lather are and
whether they are alive. She has never
been able to go back to Marble Bar. She
has never had sufficient money for one
thing;, but had she sufficient money she
would have to obtain a permit to travel
to Marble Bar. Having arrived there she
would have to apply for another permit
to travel back.

That situation I believe Is disgusting. It
is the only word I can use to adequately
describe the situation when an original
settler of Australia is not allowed to move
freely in her own country. Would any
of us in this Chamber like to have our
children taken away from us, as happened
to the parents of this lady? Would we
like to grow up not knowing who our
mother and father were and whether they
were alive or dead?

This lady has said that some people have
come back from Marble Bar and there are
children up there who could be related to
her. This is something that is really
serious to me and is a reflection on every
one of us. Such a situation should not
exist in Western Australia. We are quite
prepared to criticise other countries for
the manner in which they treat their
Coloured races, and therefore it is about
time we took some sell-criticism.

In a few weeks' time we shall be host
city to men of all colours and creeds; and
not all of those people who will be visiting
Western Australia will have white skins.
They will be able to say, "I have better
conditions in may own country than
Coloured people have in this country." We
can spend many thousands of pounds on

being host to visitors, yet we are not pre-
pared to give our own Coloured people the
right and privilege of being human beings.
That is what it amounts to.

In the past we have read and heard
much of the disease of leprosy. It is no
more a black man's disease than it is a
white man's disease-and that has been
proved by medical science. Yet in our Act
it says that in order that the spread of
leprosy within the State shall be limited
certain provisions shall apply. One of the
provisions refers to a boundary line, and
natives cannot move over that line. That
is not good enough. White people as well
as black people have leprosy, and medical
science has proved that It is no longer
a very serious disease.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: It is not as
serious as they make out.

The Hon. ft. THOMPSON: No. In the
brief time I have studied this Act I con-
sider that a lot of the provisions contained
therein are put there to keep Coloured
people within certain areas in order that
they can be exploited. Whether they be
above the 26th parallel or below it, they
can be exploited by people on farms and
stations who need native labour. I think it
is a disgrace to both Houses of Parlia-
ment, and I think very serious considera-
tion should be given to repealing many of
the sections of the Act.

There is a list of penalties involving
natives who receive, and people who supply
them with, liquor. Under these penalties
people may be sent to gaol. The native
population in New South Wales is 13,600,
according to a Press report which I read.
Provided that a native in New South Wales
is dressed in trousers and a shirt he can
have a drink without any restrictions being
imposed on him. He is allowed to consume
alcohol. Yet in Western Australia people
can be imprisoned for supplying alcohol
to natives. I think it is hypocrisy when.
on the one hand, we give them the right
and privilege to vote and, on the other,
we still hold these restrictions against
them-people whom we are trying to
assist.

Mrs. Walker gave perhaps the best illus-
tration of what the word "assimilation"
means in Australia. Her illustration is
worth repeating. As near as I can remem-
ber she said, "In Australia the white man
says, 'assimilate'; and this is their meaning
of assimilation: There is a river, and they
have built a bridge three-quarters of the
distance across it. The black man is on
one side and the white man is on the other.
To assimilate, the black man has to cross
that bridge; and it is not easy because
it has been the white man's poison which
has been the downfall of the black yuan.
However, he attempts to cross that bridge.
He travels three-quarters of the way across
the river, and in order to assimilate into
the white man's community he has to jump
the rest of the way." Mrs. Walker referred

2090



[Tuesday, 30 October, 1962.] 09

to some people who bad made the jump
and who held responsible positions. I
think it is quite true to say that our efforts
have not been sufficient to enable coloured
people to assimilate.

The Hon. J. M, Thomson: Do you think
they themselves want to be assimilated?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I do. I at-
tend many naturalisation ceremonies. Most
speakers say-and I have said so myself-
that to be accepted one should join church
organisations, parents and citizens' asso-
ciations, and so on: that new Australians
should assimilate with Australians and be-
come part of them. However, we are not
prepared to allow our natives to do that.

The Hon. J. M. Thomson: I think if
you were to speak to some of them you
would find it was very different. They are
not so keen to assimilate as we imagine.

The Hon. R. THOMP~SON: r am not
altogether ignorant of what goes on in this
country so far as natives are concerned.

The Hon. J. M. Thomson: I am not
saying you are.

The Ron. R. THOMPSON: I have had
dealings with them for many years. I am
saying that we are not holding out both
hands to them and trying to raise their
standard of living and bring them up to a
level where they will be accepted in the
community. There are people in Western
Australia. in England, and elsewhere, who
do not accept a coloured man because of
the colour of his skin. So far as I am
concerned, colour is only skin deep. There
are plenty of men with black skins who
are better than I. This class consciousness
which has grown up against natives in Auls-
tralia is nothing of which to be proud.
When Parliament is in recess I am going
to make a complete study of the Native
Welfare Act and I hope that next year I
will be able to introduce some amendments
to It.

The Hon. J. M. Thomson: I suggest that
you come down to the Great Southern.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have seen
natives exploited in the Great Southern.
I had better not relate some of the things
I have seen. I support the Bill.

THE HON. G. BENNETTS (South-East)
19.9 p.m.]: I propose to take up only five
minutes of members' time. Members have
spoken on the water supply question, and
I am going to speak on that subject from
the point of view of the Esperance district.
About 80 per cent, of people in the EsPer-
ance district have gone to the expense of
providing their own water supply by means
of windmills, pumps, or wells. They have
fairly good bore water. It is not the best,
but still it is pretty fair. They have also
spent a lot of money on rainwater catch-
ments. They do not require any further
water supply system other than a fresh
water system.

The Government has spent a lot of
money in looking for water catchments in
the area. It is hard to find any suitable
way of obtaining water other than by
means of bores. There is a large rainfall
area at Cape Loe Grand. Water could be
made available by means of rock catch-
mients and would be sufficient to supply
an area double the size of Esperance.
However, it would have to be pumped for
26 miles to the reservoir site at Esperance.

The Government is putting down several
bores, and bores are being sunk between
Pink Lake and the sea. As anybody who
has had experience of bore water knows,
after a certain amount of water has been
taken from bores the water becomes very
brackish, and it reaches the stage where
It is not suitable far human consumption.
The Government is therefore establishing
purifying plants so that the water can be
made suitable for use in homes in the
Esperance district.

All these plants are going to be very
costly. The more water that is drained
off, the more brackish it becomes, and it
will become practically sea water that the
people will be getting. I am in favour of
the town having a water system to deal
with fires. There have been several fires
in the area and no water has been avail-
able. There have been industries estab-
lished around the town and they will
require water.

I hope the Government will have another
look at the Cape Le Grand situation and
compare the cost of such a scheme with
the cost of putting down bores, with a
view to providing the people with a cheaper
water supply. People in the area do not
want bore water: they want fresh water,
and I hope the Government will see what
can be done.

I have asked the Minister for particulars
of land resumptions for the purpose of
establishing a railway system for the land-
backed harbour at Esperance. Many people
have had land taken from them and they
are now living under conditions which are
not suitable. They have received no reply
from the Government regarding allotment
of alternative land or payment for their
land. I hope the reply which I will get
from the Minister will be satisfactory. I
do not think my request to the Minister is
unreasonable.

We are handicapped on the goldfields
with regard to age pensioners receiving
glasses. Members of Parliament may canl
on pensioners and make arrangements for
them to comne to Perth to have their eyes
tested. They can then obtain glasses at
the normal cost. If a pensioner has to
come to Perth, he requires accommodation,
and often he requires a certain amount of
clothing. Members will know that there
are pensioners who have been Prospectors
aLl1 their lives, and if those People were to
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Come to Perth they would feel bushed. I
met one the other day who lives in Boulder,
and he has never seen Perth in his life.

Over the past two years I have supplied
at least 100 pairs of glasses to pensioners.
When old people have come to me and
have asked what they can do about
getting glasses, I have told them that the
best way is to go to Perth. But the trouble
is that the majority of them do not have
ways and means of getting to Perth, and
because of this I have appealed througb
the Press for glasses which are not being
used. It has been remarkable the number
of pairs of glasses which are not in use
and which have been handed over to me
to hand on to these old pensioners.

I have set myself up as a sort of op-
tician. I heard one honourable member
mention the enrolment card tonight. I
used the card as an eyesight test, and if
an old person could read the card I con-
sidered the glasses were suitable for him.
Some of the pensioners who had glasses
which were of no use to them would give
them to me in exchange for others that
I was able to give them. In this way I
was able to pass their old glasses on to
other pensioners who found them suitable,
and by this means I was able to help many
old people in the provision of glasses. I
was able to give them a chance to read
and see things properly.

I think the Government could quite
easily do something about supplying old
pensioners who are down and out with the
means to see properly. I contacted Mr.
Willis, one of our opticians on the gold-
fields, some two years ago, and he said he
was prepared to work in with the Govern-
ment to test these pensioners and, if
necessary, make the glasses for them
at a price agreed upon with the Govern-
ment. He said as an alternative he would
test the pensioners and send the results of
the tests to the Government who could
have the glasses made and return them
to him and he would band them out. On
several occasions this optician has gone to
the expense of making glasses and donat-
ing them to pensioners, but I do not think
that is a lair thing.

People in the metropolitan area have
many amenities available to them, but the
old people in the remote areas are in a
different position altogether. This applies
not only to Kalgoorlie but also to other
outback centres. The same position would
apply in the north-west and any outlying
district. Unless a pensioner is able to
come to Perth he cannot be provided with
glasses, and so I trust the Minister will
make a note of what I am saying in the
hope that something can be done to help
all these old people.

As regards education, I suppose the
Boulder school would be one of the worst
looking schools in my area-I am referring
now to the condition of the school and
the need for repairs and renova-
tions to be made to it. My area is one

of the largest in the outback, but the
Boulder school would be the one which Is
most badly in need of repairs. I hope the
Minister will bring that matter under the
notice of the Public Works Department to
see if something can be done about it.

I was very interested in Mr. Jones's
speech tonight when he referred to farm
labour. I know the honourable member
is one man who would treat his employees
with the highest respect, and who would
ensure that their working conditions
were most suitable. In this regard I was
wondering whether some sort of apprentice
scheme could be established. Mr. Jones
would be one man with whom an appren-
tice could be trusted, but perhaps some
other farmers might be inclined, once they
had children on their properties, to keep
them under slave labour conditions. How-
ever, I think the apprenticeship idea is
worthy of consideration.

I think there would be room in Kal-
goorlie for one of the agricultural schools
mentioned by the honourable member; be-
cause in the outlying parts of the State
boys find it extremely difficult to obtain
employment. About the only type of job
available to them is working in the mines,
and there is very little of that because of
the nmechanisation that has taken place.
Because these youths cannot find employ-
ment they have to be cared for by the
parents, and this is added expense to people
who find it difficult to carry on. There-
fore, perhaps an agricultural school could
be established in the Kalgoorlie district to
train boys in farm work. If that were
done I do not think there would be any
trouble in getting the boys to undertake
farm work in the agicultural areas.

As regards the railway bus services, I
made an inspection of the two buses in
Kalgoorlie only last week, and I found that
the department now has two up-to-date
buses in service. However, during Septem-
ber, 35 girl guides went to Esperance for
a holiday, and they were packed into one
of the old road buses without any toilet
arrangements and with no room for
their luggage. On the return journey
their gear had to be put on an
ordinary motor truck, along with otbei
goods from Esperance, with no tarpaulin to
protect it or rope to secure the luggage.
Consequently part of the luggage was lost
and nothing has been done by the depart-
ment about recovering it.

The people concerned have not even
received a reply from the department to
say whether it will make good the value
of the luggage lost, and I think it is up
to the Minister to contact the Railways
Department to ensure that these people
at least get a reply to their correspondence.
I hope something will be done to secure
luggage which is carried on these buses
so that the same sort of thing will not
happen again.

According to Press reports, and answers
I received to questions I asked the other
night, the Government intends to provide

2092



(Tuesday, 30 October, 1962.) 09

two special trailers which I understand
will be covered, and thus the luggage and
the goods carried will be protected against
adverse weather conditions. I hope that
with the large number of people who will
be going to Esperance for the Christmas
holidays these little trailers will be made
available in the very near future.

I was wondering whether the educational
standard of our teachers is as good as the
Education Department would wish it to
be. I understand from one school that
over the past 12 months the efficiency in
the school has dropped by 25 per cent.,
and that the standard of the teachers is
not as good as we would like to see it.
I do not know whether it is hard to get
good teachers for the Education Depart-
ment, but I do know that one school was
so short of teachers last week that a
married ex-teacher-a young woman with
a small baby-had to be brought in to take
charge of a class. she had to make
arrangements for somebody to take charge
of her baby so that she could take over
the class and enable the school to function
properly.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Where is5 this?
in Kalgoorlie?

The Hon. 0. BEIIIETTS: In Boulder.
I have heard that there are too many
trainee teachers in the training colleges, or
in the teaching profession In Perth, and
as a consequence the authorities have had
to suspend them. I do not know whether
that is correct or not, but I have simply
mentioned what took place at Boulder only
last week. One of my grandchildren
happened to be the teacher who had to
go to the school and make arrangements
for her baby to be looked after. She is a
very highly qualified teacher as her results
indicate.

The Hon. F. R. H. Livery: Have you been
to see Mr. Dettman about that?

The Hon. G. BENNETTS: I only came
down today, and I have nothing to do with
it.

The H-on. F. R. H. Lavery; It would be
better if you saw Mr. Dettman.

The Ron. G. BENNETrS: That is their
funeral. I heard. Mrs. Hutehison mention
toilets on railway stations, and I might as
well mention the position at Norseman.
Norseman Is a fairly big township and
there is a good deal of railway traffic
through that town, both on the railway
and on the road buses. The new buses
have toilet facilities, admittedly, although
on the last occasion I spoke about this
matter no such facilities existed.

On the last occasion I made an applica-
tion on behalf of the shire council of
Norseman for the provision of septic toilet
facilities on the Norseman railway station
I was as good as told that as there were
two hotels nearby, and as the whole town
was on the septic system, the hotel con-
veniences could be used. There are no

conveniences on the Norsemnan railway
station other than the ones used by the
staff. Therefore, in supporting the Bill, I
hope something will be done about that
aspect,

THE HON. J1. MURRAY (South-West)
[9.27 p.mi.]: During the 1959 election
campaign, if I remember correctly, this
Government, or the leader of It, suggested
to the people that if the Government were
returned it would appoint an impartial
tribunal to look at the sparsely populated
timber country in the South-West Land
Division. In the Governor's Speech when
opening Parliament in 1959, there was a
reference to the fact that the Government
intended to carry out this promise during
1959.

Several of us were rather concerned that
it was taking such a long time to bring
the suggestion to fruition; but at the same
time we realised that because of the
peculiarities of the subject, and the land
that had to be examined, and the decisions
which had to be arrived at before recom-
mendations could be made to the Minister,
it would be difficult to find the right per-
sonnel to appoint to such a tribunal.

Members in this House, and in another
place, were eventually placed in the posi-
tion where they could congratulate the
Government not only on having set up this
tribunal, but also on the personnel ap-
pointed to it. I also congratulate the
tribunal on the work it has done as is in-
dicated in the reports which it has mgde.
Because of these reports land has been
thrown open for selection.

I think members here, and in another
place who were interested in this tribunal
realised, too, that before the 1962 elections
it was desirable to allow the term of office
of the tribunal to expire so that it could
be re-appointed if necessary after the
Government was returned. it would be
playing with words to say that I am amazed
when I think that in October, 1962, we
can still say the tribunal has not been
reappointed. Amazement is not my true
feelings at all. If I express my true feeling
I might insult the Government or somebody
else.

We realise that one man could not have
been reappointed, because he asked to be
relieved of his responsibilities. But if the
tribunal was doing the good work the
Government suggested it had been doing in
the various reports it brought forward,
then, in my view, there is no reason why
it should not have been reppointed; be-
cause there are many areas of land-there
may not be so many large areas, possibly,
because the large areas have probably been
examined; but there are small areas and
even individual applications for land-
that require an impartial body to look
into them, and make a recommendation to
the Minister concerned.
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That will always be so in Western Aus-
tralia as long as the alienation of Crown
land depends on the goodwill of the Con-
servator of Forests. So I ask the Govern-
ment to reconsider the position. If the
Government has come to the decision that
this tribunal can be of no further use to
it. I hope it will tell us so; because if it
does not, I will have much pleasure in
telling, the Government a bit more later on.

I come now to another matter. Members
will have noticed that a timber conference
has been held in Bunbury. I noted with
interest same of the conclusions arrived
at by that conference. In the main, how-
ever, the conclusions which that confer-
ence arrived at were reached many months
ago so far as this State is concerned, We
know that at the moment the timber in-
dustry of this State is in a very unhealthy
condition. That was one of the main con-
clusions that the timber industry right
throughout Australia arrived at. The in-
dustry blames, in effect, the importation
and use of foreign timbers for this un-
healthy condition. That is true, of course;
the importation and use of foreign timbers
is certainly aggravating the position a bit.

But the true trouble in the industry,
which no-one at that conference appears
to have faced up to, or given publicity to,
is the fact that we really priced ourselves
out of available markets. I have mentioned
that aspect before in this House. Some
of these matters are of course matters over
which the industry itself has no control.
In this regard I refer particularly to the
high shipping freights between Australian
ports. Our Maritime Act makes it im-
possible to transfer timber from one State
to another except in ships with Austra-
lian crews. Therefore the transport costs
of timber going from Western Australia
to Melbourne is roughly what it costs to
cut the timber. That is realling amazing.

it was a matter of regret to me that a
conference of this nature could have been
held in our timber areas-because they
did travel through and have a look for
themselves-without any suggestion being
made of one way in which the cost prob-
lem could be alleviated. As I have mention-
ed before, this throws the responsibility
back on the Forests Department. Whilst
this conference of the timber producers,
and of the trade generally, was held in Bun-
bury, no official word came out from there
of one of the very severe handicaps which
the Western Australian sawmillers are
facing. In The West Australian of Wed-
nesday, the 3rd October, the following
letter appeared:-

Production of Timber

J. W. Brown. Scarborough: I think
Mr. A. C. Harris, Conservator of
Forests, had his tongue in his cheek
when he spoke of the importance of

the timber industry to this State, be-
cause it was rural. decentralised and
many towns relied on the local saw-
mills for their livelihood.

It was either that, or the depart-
ment must be in conflict with his
ideas when one examines the poor
quality of logs it supplies to the mills
and the overall Cost to put the Jogs
on the mill landings before the pro-
duction of timber starts.

I wonder how long the Forests De-
partment thinks the sawmilling in-
dustry can survive in this State.

That letter is basically true. Many of the
logs that the Conservator through his de-
partmental officers compelled sawmillers
to fall-many of which are left in the
bush after being long-butted and the tops
lopped, and so on, to try to make logs of
them-are still left there after the saw-
millers meet the cost. For every cut that
is made the sawmiller has to pay the
faller, and this all adds to the price of
the timber in his mill. So there is one
way in which the cost can be controlled.
Sooner or later the Government will have
to step in and give some constructive
thought to this matter. Either that, or
it will have to examine the position, which
I know has been examined once before;
because I think a Select Committee made
certain recommendations along the lines
that, instead of having a Conservator of
Forests only as the chief head of the de-
partment on which our industry depends,
a Forestry Commission should be appoint-
ed with a view to doing something along
the lines suggested.

Of course I would not for one moment
suggest, as a file I had the displeasure of
once reading recommended, that somebody
other than the conservator be the head
of the commission. If there is to be a
commission formed, then the Conservator
of Forests, by virtue of his office, should
still be the supreme head of the depart-
ment. But for peace and harnony, and
for the successful operation of our saw-
milling industry, the time has come when
some of the dictatorial powers should be
removed from the conservator with regard
to logs and their quality. I know that I
am now agreeing to something to which
I have never agreed before, namely, that
a commission might be necessary.

The Hon. E. M. Davies: You must have
mellowed with time.

The Hon. J. MURRAY: When the Act
was amended some Years ago I predicted
that should the conservator get those
added powers which were very dicta-
torial they might be abused. Now I be-
lieve it is time that as an individual some
of his powers should be Pruned. It is pos-
sible, however, that I will not live long
enough, or be in this House, to see this
come about.
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Others may not be quite so vocal as I
am on this matter. Accordingly, I would
make another suggestion to the Govern-
ment if It will not go all the way in the
one I have already made. At the present
time we have a Conservator of Forests who
was appointed for a first term of seven
years, which the Act lays down. The
Government was faced with the position
that it had to reappoint him for another
seven years, or not at all. When those
seven years have expired, the man in
question will still have several years of
useful life before him, particularly as far
as his duties as Conservator of Forests
are concerned.

I might say here that he is not bereft
of ability; the man has plenty of ability.
I might not like the way he uses it, but
there is no doubt that he has plenty of
ability. He will Probably have three or
four years--he will not have seven years
at the end of his term. We were faced
with the same position with Dr. Stoats.
He had only a few years left before reach-
ing the normal retiring age.

I do not think he could have been legally
reappointed under any circumstances, ex-
cept for the seven-year period. The Act
clearly states that the conservator shall
be appointed for seven years. So I sug-
gest to the Government that this is the
time to amend the Act. Do not wait until
the present conservator's second term of
seven years is up and then get busy and
amend the Act to allow him to continue
for another short space of time.

Amend the Act to provide that the con-
servator must be appointed as he is now
for a period of seven Years; and that he can
be reappointed for any subsequent term
to be determined by the Governor in
Executive Council. Then we will not be
faced with the position where we have a
man of ability, and an Act that says he
must be reappointed for a term of seven
years or not at all. We would not then
have the position where a man with many
years of useful life left would have to
vacate his position. He would still be of
great value to the Stats. His value would
have increased because of the service he
had already given during the previous
seven years, and, in this case, 14 years.
When we have men of experience, we do
not like to see them going in this manner.

I now wish to say one or two words
on ordinary every-day forestry matters. I
have referred to these before, so I hope
I am not accused of needless repetition
or anything else in that regard. The
Forests Act was passed in 1918 but it did
not come into active use until 1919.
Subsequent to the war the Forests Depart-
ment found it was short of staff for the
purpose of putting the Act into operation.
as it was naturally going to be a big de-
partment. When the men came hack from
the war, in the main the department re-
cruited men with Practical sawmilling and

bush knowledge. Quite a lot of them were
ex-sleeper cutters and es-fellers: and
these men were distributed as district
forest officers throughout the South-West
Land Division.

As a result of the experience of these
men I would say that nearly complete
harmony existed in this important industry
because on the one hand there was the
sawmiller and on the other there was the
forester. They understood each other's
problems and harmony existed, In the
course of time these men-es-World War
I soldiers--reached the age when they had
to be retired and they were not replaced by
practical men from the sawmilling indus-
try. In the main they were and are re-
placed by forestry officers who came up
through the forestry school. I would call
them men of high ability in regard to
technical knowledge and book-learning,
but they are very lacking in practical ex-
perience. In my view, that is what this in-
dustry in Western Australia is suffering
from; and this applies to the control of
bush fires, a subject which was referred
to at some length a short while ago. Every-
body will recall the discussion on bush
fires.

There is a surplus of technical men
with book knowledge but without the
necessary know-how that should go with
it because they have little or no practical
knowledge of their subject, It is a great
pity that even when the Forests Depart-
ment decided to rely mainly on these
technical men it did not go on recruiting
-probably for the lower grades in the de-
partment-men with some practical know-
]edge so they would be available to the
department in time of need.

That is all I have to say, and I hope
the Government in the days that lie ahead
will give some consideration to this valu-
able industry before regimentation and
costs over which the industry has no
control cause it to go out of existence.
I support the Bill.

THE HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Midland)
[0.48 p.m.]: I do not wish to delay the
House; and I had no intention of speak-
ing on this Bill but for the fact that state-
ments have been made tonight in regard
to the alleged Ill-treatment of natives--
statements that require challenging. I
lived in the outback areas of Western
Australia for 30 or 40 years. I had three
Years in Africa, and I have seen a good
deal of the native, good, bad, and In-
diff erent.

The African native does not come into
it because he is generally speaking a more
advanced type. But in regard to the
alleged ill-treatment of natives on the
stations, I feel I would not be fair to the
many friends I have made, spread over the
Murchison from Meekatharra, to Muliewa,
and friends in Carnarvan and the north-
w est who used to go through the place
where I lived at Pindar, if I did not say
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something to perhaps correct an impres-
sion that may have been created by the
sweeping statement that natives have
been badly treated in the past.

I can assure you Mr. President, and
members, that on the whole the treat-
ment accorded the natives on the stations
was most humane and considerate.
I think that members who represent
these station areas and know them will
bear me out and support me when I make
that statement. I have known station
managers or owners during the busy time
of mustering and shearing to bring
down native women with sick children as
far as 200 miles to a hospital; and after
they had received treatment at the hospi-
tal they have returned to take them back
again.

A friend of mine who managed three
stations organised the building of a native
ward as an adjunct to the Mullewa Hospi-
tal when its accommodation was rather
limited. He went to the station owners
and also explained the Project to the
natives themselves; and they contributed
towards the cost of that hospital. A big
building material firm in Oeraldton agreed
to supply the materials required and
accept payment over an extended period.
That was regarded as a unique project in
the history of natives in Australia; and
the building to this day is being used.

I can assure you. Mr. President, that by
and large, the natives who actually occu-
pied beds in that hospital were happier
because they were with their own folk and
perhaps were not embarrassed, as they
might have been, by being with white
people in the other wards. The native
mind takes a Uittle understanding. One
has to know themi for a long time in
order to understand them. In many re-
spects they are like children; and one can
see that the child mind Is more or
less predominant in the way they think
and behave.

I remember one native woman who
worked on a station from time to time.
She would assume the duties and re-
sponsibilities of housekeeper. She was ex-
cellent at her work and kept the house
as tidy and clean as did the manager's
wife when she was home. This native
woman would cook meals, attend on the
table, and that sort of thing. But every
now and again she would get an urge
to go "pinkeye." She would go perhaps
100 miles to the nearest native reserve.
After she hqd been there two or three
days she would sit on the edge of a native
open-air fire with an old "jinna jinna"
with ashes in her hair looking very dirty
and unkempt, but absolutely happy. She
was back home. After that she would re-
turn to the station and again assume the
duties of housekeeper.

MY friend said that he went to one of the
station outcanips which housed the natives
and the native woman had some friends

in and they were playing cards. That
would be about nine o'clock in the morn-
ing and the place was dirty and untidy
and the dishes were on the table and
not washed. He said to her, "Why don't
you get busy and tidy the place up?"
She said, "I have been busy all night
gambling." That is an instance of the
native mentality.

I can remember another occasion when
a drover named Big Jack brought down a
mob of cattle to be trucked on behalf of
one of the stations. That chap, had been
accompanying drovers over a period of
perhaps 10 or 15 years. He had literally
done 100 trips or perhaps more in bringing
down cattle and sheep and attending to
droving duties generally; and he knew that
when they came to a certain patch about
30 miles from Pindar he bad to make a
detour to avoid some poison. He brought
the cattle through and when they arrived
I inspected them. I was suspicious because
they were wild looking. Some broke out
of the yard during th night and we had
to send Big Jack and his boys to remuster
and bring them in in order that they could
be loaded onto the train.

On the journey down by train, nine of
the cattle died. The station owner was
very wrathful and said they had broken
out of the yard and had been running
about and restless. I said, "No. Those
were not the ones." I knew the ones that
went into the various trucks and they did
not run about at all. They had remained
where they were put In the yard ready
for trucking. We learned afterwards that
the native had brought them through this
patch of poison. That shows that natives
who are apparently well trained and
understand their work, and who are ex-
cellent under supervision, simply do not
seem to have a sense of responsibility.

We have been told at length and
eloquently by Mr. Strickland, who is not
here now, of the different types of natives
that come under the Natives (Citizenship
Rights) Act. I would not agree that the
Native Welfare Act should be abolished.
I think it is a protection for the natives
until such time as they can qualify for
citizenship rights. Many of them do not
ask for citizenship rights, because In the
eyes of natives that is the means of buying
beer the same as the white man does.

In regard to Instances of misbehaviour
on the part of natives, I think we can say
that in most eases in our towns it Is due
to the supply of liquor by natives who have
citizenship rights to their native friends
who have not; because the native, after
all, is the product of socialism-his instinct
is entirely socialistic. So if we trace the
matter back, we have to agree that the
native, generally speaking, is passing
through a transition period and eventually
will attain a standard under which the
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Native Welfare Act will, perhaps, no longer
be necessary: he will be qualified from
birth to be an ordinary citizen. In fact,
that aspect is being taken care of now.

A parallel case occurred in America
some years ago with regard to the Red In-
dians who, by and large, are a fairly in-
telligent race. They were given the right to
vote and were freed from certain restric-
tions that existed. Then those Red Indians
asked for the restrictions to be restored so
that they would have the protection that
they previously had. They said the white
man would come around and persuade
them to go into all sorts of deals to their
disadvantage, whereas under the old Act
they were protected and felt they were
reasonably safe. That is something that
requires careful consideration. I have one
or two points here, but I do not know that
I want to enlarge on them at the moment.

The H-on. L. A. Logan: Carry on for a.
while.

The Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I have made
my paint; but I do think the assertion
that the natives are very ill treated on
stations-I do not know about other places,
but I should say the standard is much
the same all over-is very wide of the
mark, and I say in fairness to the station
owners that I think that statement should
be corrected.

THE [HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [10DA
p.m.): It is my intention to address myself
to the Bill for a comparatively short period.
First and foremost the Bill, which Is the
usual one to be introduced at this time
of the year, is brought down for the pur-
pose of making supply available to Her
Majesty's Government so that the Govern-
ment's affairs can be carried on for the
balance of the financial year ending on
the 30th June next.

I support the Bill, but there are one or
two questions related to finance to which
I would like to make some reference. I
wish tell the Minister that from time to
time I have raised these questions in the
'House, when speaking to similar Bills and
during the Address-in-Reply debates, but
apparently nobody takes much interest in
them. From time to time I have drawn
the Minister's attention to certain things
that I think should receive attention, and
whilst I have been informed that the Mvin-
Ister does not reply to everything that is
said during the debate, I am told that the
various questions are dealt with by the
departmental officers.

At different times I have raised certain
questions. I have mentioned the matter
of fire hazards on Crown land. After quite
a lot of to-do I was told a committee was
going to be formed and something done
about the matter, but apparently nothing
has been done. Also, during the Address-
in-Reply debate, I raised the question of
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land being made available on railway pro-
perty for the parking of employees' cars
because of the congestion on the streets
of Fremnantle.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Instructions have
been issued to all departments to clean up
areas under their control.

The Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I am quite
aware that the Ministers have probably
done their part, but it seems to me that
the departments take a considerable time
before they make a move.

The question of small parcels of Crown
lend has been mentioned here from time
to time. I have pointed out that some land
was to be made available to the Fremantle
City Council as a quid pro quo for certain
other land: and that started back in 1954,
but no finality has yet been reached. So
the council requested the Premier to go to
Fremantle, and he graciously went to the
Fremantle City Council, and now I under-
stand a committee is to be formed to dis-
cuss the whole question with the council:
but these things drift on for years.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise drew attention
to the state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formned,
The Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I was saying

that the Premier had been good enough
to visit the Fremantle City Council: and.
I understand, he is appointing a commit-
tee to discuss with the local authority the
matter of making some land available.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: They endeavoured
to get some answers now instead of waiting.

The Hon. E. Mv. DAVIES: I will leave
that subject. There are one or two other
matters I wish to mention. I want to
refer to the question of land values in
some Parts of the metropolitan area. I
ari not in a position to deal with values
in other parts of the State. In some g2or-
tions of the metropolitan area we find that
people who retire from the country or
the goldfields pick out a piece of land,
usually with a view of the river or the
ocean, or possibly of the ranges and irres-
pective of the price asked for the land
they are prepared to pay it in order to
get the block.

Of course, what they pay is their busi-
ness, but I object to the fact that immedi-
ately something like that occurs the
valuers attached to the department say,
"This is the value of the land in that
district." So we find that because some-
one pays a high price for a piece of land,
the value of other land in the district is
increased and the land tax is also in-
creased.

We find there are people living in some
of these districts--I can refer to the town
oif Melville-who bought land many years
ago and pioneered the district, and who
walked great distances to transport when
they first went there. They built modemn
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homes, but now they find that because the
rating Is based on the unimproved value
of the land they are rated to such an
extent that they possibly will have to leave
the district.

In some instances people-and their
homes are not in any way palatial-are
paying £25; £26; and, in one case that I
have heard of, £40 a year in municipal
rates: and on top of those rates there are
the land tax and water rates.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And regional tax.

The Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Yes, that has
been added on, too. It is costing these
people, in some instances, in the vicinity
of 25s to 30s. a, week to live in their own
homes; and that is why some of them are
very dissatisfied. They went there in the
early part of the development of the area
and pioneered the district. They were a
considerable distance from transport; and
they went there because they were able to
buy a block of land. But now they find
they are being priced out of their home. I
think something should be done about this
matter.

It is not that I have any objection to a
person paying what he likes for a piece of
land: what I object to is the value of other
people's land being increased as soon as
some land in the district is sold for a
certain sum.

On one occasion when I went to the
Subtreasury about the valuation of some
land, I was asked: Did I know that a piece
of land not very far away had been sold for
a sum in the vicinity of £2,000. I said I
did know, but that I failed to see what it
had to do with my case, because it was
purchased by an oil company as a service
station site. The block was a corner one
with a frontage to two main roads. Of
course the oil companies will pay anything
for land that they want. They will even
buy land with houses or other buildings
on it and then demolish the buildings in
order to erect a service station. So I do
not think that because high prices are
Paid for some land it is any reason why
the valuation of other land in the district
should be increased to the extent that it is.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: They are now
putting all service stations on separate
valuations.

The Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I am glad to
hear from the Minister that it is proposed
to do something in regard to such valua-
tions because the problem was becoming
a serious one.

I now want to refer to the large area of
Crown land that lies within the boundaries
of certain local authorities. For example,
the Shire of Melville has a6 large tract of
land within its boundaries known as Wire-
less Hill. It is extremely valuable land.
but the shire does not receive any rates
from it. In my opinion, as with other
local authorities which are similarly placed

in regard to Crown land, something should
be done to relieve this burden on the
local authority.

Most members know that I am asso-
ciated with the Fremantle City Council and
from time to time I have drawn the atten-
tion of members to the Crown land areas
which lie within the boundaries of the
Fremantle City Council, which embraces a
district of 7.2 square miles. I have here
21 sheets of foolscap listing 94 separate
pieces of Crown land which are all situated
within the boundaries of the City of Fre-
mantle. The State Government holds the
title to 682 acres and the Commonwealth
Government owns 165 acres; a total of 84?
acres of Crown land lying within an area
of 7.2 square miles.

None of this land belonging to the Crown
produces any rates for the local authority.
Local authorities have now reached the
stage where it is necessary for them to
levy rates which are beyond the ability of
some ratepayers to pay. It is definitely
unfair that the Crown should hold such
large tracts of land without paying rates.
The time has long since passed when both
the State and the Commonwealth Gov-
ernments-particularly the Commonwealth
Government because it is the main taxing
authority-should be exempt from the pay-
ment of rates, especially when there are,
within various local authorities, many
persons who have no dependants. These
people are obliged to live in hostels or
hotels and, of course, pay higher taxation
than those people with dependants.

Nevertheless, they have to be cared for
by the local authority by the provision of
recreational facilities. To my way of
thinking, in view of the fact that the Com-
monwealth Government receives taxation
from young people who use the facilities
provided for them, it is only right and
proper that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should recoup the local authority for
the expenditure it has made on the
provision of facilities for those people who
are without dependants.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What is the
State Crown land used for now?

The Hon. E. M. DAVIES: The remarks
I have made could apply with equal force
to the State Government. but I will say,
of course, that the State Government has
to rely on the Commonwealth for the pro-
vision of certain moneys from time to
time.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What is the
State land being used for now?

The Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I do not
want to read out the whole of the list to
the House, but the land includes that on
which is erected some schools and portion
of the harbour works, but the majority
of it is vacant land. Argument over this
land has been going on for some time be-
cause local authorities are feeling the
pinch, especially when Crown land is with-
in their boundaries to the extent it is
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within the boundaries of the Fremantle
City Council. The position, of course.
might not be so serious in other local
authorities as it is in that district.

I trust the State Government will see
its way clear to make representation to
the Commonwealth Government to ascer-
tain whether something can be done to
find a solution to this present problem.
Apart from these remarks I have nothing
else to say except that I support the Bill.
I will repeat, however, that the time has
arrived when some adequate reply should
come from the Minister concerned to the
remarks that are made by members on
a Bill such as this. Having said that, I
think I have taken every advantage of
the debate on this Bill in drawing mem-
bers' attention to some of the matters I
have raised, and I hope that in the future
I will hear something in reply.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines) (10,22 p.m.]: I
think, perhaps. I can be forgiven for not
replying to the second reading debate on
this Bill by explaining that I have not
the time, at the moment, to answer the
points that have been raised by various
members who have spoken. In the past
TI have, as you know, Mr. President, made
a practice of going through the speeches
made on the second reading of the Supply
Bill and have provided, in considerable
detail, answers to the questions raised by
various members. Nevertheless, on this
occasion I will attempt to obtain as much
information as I can in regard to the
points raised this evening and submit it
to the House when the third reading on
the Bill is moved, and any other informa-
tion that members have sought can be
passed on to them by letter at a subse-
quent date. In the circumstances I hope
that this course of action will be accept-
able to the members concerned.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debo te, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILLS (4): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. Health Act Amendment Bill (No. 3).
Bill received from the Assembly; and,

on motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith
(Minister for Mines), read a first

time.

2. Licensing Act Amendment Bill.
Bill received from the Assembly; and,

on motion by The lion. A. F. Griffith
(Minister for Justice), read a first
time.

3. Reserves Bill1.

4. Road Closure Bill.
Bills received from the Assembly, and,

on motions by The Hon. L. A. Logan
(Minister for Local Government),

read a first time.

House adjourned at 10.29 p.m.

Tuesday, the 30th October, 1962.
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